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He Is Risen 
By Ida A. Guirey 


IS risen, wondrous story, 
He who on the cross 
Died in agony to save us 
From eternal loss. 


He arose in mighty power, 
Victor o’er the grave, 

And He lives, our great Redeemer, 
Seeking still to save. 


Oh, rejoice! Sing praises to Him, 
Reigning now on high— 

Yet to them that call upon Him 
He is ever nigh. 


ww 
The Resurrection of the Body 


Whenever believers repeat the Apos- 
tles’ Creed, they affirm their belief in 
the resurrection of the body. And yet 
a surprisingly large number. of Chris- 
tians are not clear as to the full meaning 
of this great tenet of the Christian faith. 
A Christian young man, who had been 
unfortunate enough to lose a leg, inter- 
rupted indignantly when his Sunday 
school teacher was teaching a lesson on 
the Resurrection. “Do you mean to say 
that in the life to come we shall have’ 
these very bodies?” he asked. “Why, I 
wouldn’t want this body.” Belief in the 
resurrection of the body is more than 

* belief in the immortality of the spirit, 
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or the persistence of personality; or con- 
sciousness after death. It includes all 
this, but many who do not accept the 
Bible as the Word of God believe in an 
after life. The American Indians be- 
lieved in a future happy hunting ground. 
Spiritists believe in a spirit world after 
death. Hindus believe in nirvana, the 
merging after death of one’s self with 
the divine. But when the Scriptures 
speak about the Resurrection they mean 
“the rising again” (re-surgere, Lat.), or 
“the standing up again” (anastasis, Gr.) 
of this very body in which we now live 
and move. The spirit does not go into 
the grave, therefore it cannot be the 
spirit that rises up again. The resurrec- 
tion of the body is a necessity. It was 
created perfect. Satan and sin have 
spoiled it. If it must be scrapped or 
discarded because of sin, Christ’s victory 
over sin is not complete. When the Lord 
Jesus rose from the dead, the tomb in 
which His crucified body had rested was 
found to be empty. Later, in the upper 
room and by the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee, He exhibited to His disciples the 


body that had risen from the grave. It 
was transformed, it had new powers, but 
it also carried the prints of the nails 
and the mark of the spear. Philippians 
3:21 tells us that our resurrection bodies 
will be “fashioned [or made] like unto 
his glorious body.” Since we are tobe. 
like Him, we shall be recognizable, 
tangible, having flesh and bones, and 
some marks of the former body will 
persist. Our resurrection bodies, like His, 
will have new powers, will come and go at 
will, will be incorruptible, and free from 
sickness and sin and all its taints. Some 
of us may never have to have our bodies 
raised from the dead, but all believers 
will have these earthly bodies trans- 
formed. For those believers who are 
alive wherf-the Lord returns, the event 
will take place in the twinkling of an 
eye, as we learn from 1 Thessalonians 
4:15 and 1 Corinthians 15:51. The cor- 
ruptible—the dead—shall put on incor- 
ruption; and the mortal—the dying living 
—Sshall put on immortality. Then death 
for believers will be swallowed up in 
victory. 


An Incentive to Steadfastness 


“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord” (1 Cor. 
15:58). 


E Apostle Paul devoted the longest 
passage in his Epistles to the Corin- 
thians to the doctrine of the resur- 
rection of the dead. The occasion that 
caused him to dwell at such length and 
with such emphasis on this subject was 
the denial of the Resurrection by some 
members of the Corinthian church. ‘There 
were many elements in such a mixed 
body which would contribute to this de- 
nial. Among the Jewish converts would 
be some traces of the Sadducean (Matt. 
22:23) denial of the Resurrection, and 








Comfort for Dark Days 








“For consider him that endured 
such contradiction of sinners 
against himself, lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds” (Heb. 
12:3). 














in the Gentile section there would linger 
the spirit of the Athenians, who mocked 
when they heard of the resurrection of 
the dead (Acts 17:32), and of the Epi- 
curean philosophers, who said, “Let us 
eat and, drink; for to morrow we die” 
(1 Cor, 15:32). From thesé and from 
other like sources there had crept into 
the church a denial of the Resurrection. 
In reading this great passage it is well 
to remember that the apostle probably 
intended it, not only as a reply to these 
corrupters of the faith, but as supplying 
those who remained faithful with a con- 
firmation of their own faith, and argu- 
ments with which they might meet their 
opponents. Under the inspiration of the 
Spirit, he so contrived his argument as 
to deal with all his antagonists at once. 

The apostle saw clearly that the denial 
of the resurrection of the dead logically 
involved the denial of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion, which would overthrow the whole 
Christian faith. But the resurrection of 
Christ shows that resurrection is not 
an impossibility, and as He is Son of 
man, the spiritual head of humanity, 
His resurrection does not stand by itself; 
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it is man’s resurrection also (1 Cor. 15: 
22). The Corinthian believers accepted 
the truth of Christ’s resurrection; how 
then can they logically deny the truth 
of the resurrection of the dead? The 
apostle proceeds to establish the truth 
of the Resurrection by showing the awful 
consequences that would result from its 
denial. The first of these impossible 
consequences is that Christ is not risen 
(v. 16); another is that they are still 
unforgiven siriners, their faith being use- 
less (v. 17); a third is that the apostles 
are preaching falsehoods; and a fourth 
is that their beloved dead are hopelessly 
lost to them (v. 18). He concludes, 
therefore, that if their hope in. Christ 
has reference only to the present life 
they are in a pitiable state; for they are 
cherishing a mere delusion, if there be 
no truth in the resurrection of the dead 
(v. 19). 

Through arguments historical, moral, 
philosophical; through explanations 
from the analogy of nature, and the 
theology of the Old and New Testament 
history, the apostle has led his readers, 
vindicating the truth and illustrating 
the manner of the resurrection of the 
dead. The evidence of Christ’s resur- 
rection is so clear, abundant, conclusive 
that it is incontrovertible. Christ leads 
the way, for by His own glorious resur- 
rection He has become “the firstfruits 
of them that sleep” (v. 20). It is the 
guarantee of our own resurrection—“Be- 
cause I live, ye shall live also” (John 
14:19). 

The victory does not lie with death 
or the grave; and with a confident, tri- 
umphant, and a defiant spirit Paul ad- 
dresses them as defeated, impotent foes: 
“O death, where is thy sting? . O grave, 
where is thy victory?” (1 Cor. 15:55.) 
He projects his mind into the future, 
and, standing in thought with those in 
Glory redeemed by Christ and when 
death has been vanquished forever, he 
joins in the shout of triumphant praise 
which shall then ascend to Christ and 
God, “Thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (v. 57). The believer is on the 
victory side, he knows that death is not 
the end of all things, that “the best is 
yet to be,” for the risen and glorified 
Christ is going to “fashion anew the 
body of our humiliation, that it may be 
conformed to the body of his glory” 
(Phil. 3:21, A.S.V.). 

During the First World War a chaplain 
was asked to visit a young soldier who 
was mortally wounded. He opened his 
Bible and began to read a passage, when 
the dying soldier stopped him, and said: 
“Not that. Please read where it says, 
‘The trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible.’” 

“Tt was thrilled,” said the chaplain, 
“by the note of triumph in his voice.” 

Because the fact of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion is proved beyond all doubt, the 
resurrection of all believers is assured. 


(2) * 
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For them there awaits all the glories 
and blessedness of Heaven; a life of 
eternal fellowship with their risen Lord, 
and with all whom He has redeemed by 
His precious blood. The sky, not the 
grave, is the goal of the Christian. Since 
Christ has Vanquished death and come 
forth all glorious from: the tomb, we 
can smile at death. 

“Jesus lives! thy terrors now 

Can no longer, Death, appal us; 

Jesus lives! by this we know, 

Thou, O Grave, canst not enthral us. 
Hallelujah!” 

The glorious hope of eternal fellow- 
ship with the risen Christ is a great 
incentive to persevere in Christian serv- 
ice, cheerfully and courageously to en- 
dure all the trials, failures, disappoint- 
ments, sufferings of the present life. In 
view of the certainty of reward, Paul 
could urge his converts in Corinth to be 
“stedfast, ummoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord” (1 Cor. 
15:58). It was the sure and certain hope 
of eternal life and bliss that enabled 
the apostle to go on undaunted, and with 
a song in his heart, however dark and 
hopeless his earthly future might seem 
to be. “I reckon,” he said, “that the 
sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 
8:18). 

It is the certainty of our hope in Christ 
that inspires us to go on in the face of 
the greatest difficulties and disappoint- 
ments. What though men scorn or treat 
our message with utter indifference! 
What though the doors opened in the 
mission field by brave and dauntless pi- 


(Continued on page 276) 








Notes on Open Letters 
ls the Soul Immortal? 


In conversation with a neighbor, I 
said the soul never dies. He took me 
up on the subject. Can you give me 
Scripture for this? If the soul dies, 
it does not live forever.—A North 
Carolina reader, 

This question has been answered in a 
paper (in French) sent out to his radio 
listeners by Dr. Miner B. Stearns of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. The following 
is a translation of his paper: 


I—What Is the Soul? 

The first mention of the soul in the 
Bible is found in Genesis 2:7: “And the 
Lord formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a 
living soul.” From this, some conclude 
that man does not possess a soul, but 
that he is a soul. 

However, if we examine all the Bible 
passages referring to the soul, we see 
that it is more than a simple principle 
of life (3 John 2). The Bible shows us 
that animals also possess a soul (Gen. 
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9:4-11; Lev. 17:11; Deut. 12:23). Some 
take these passages as a basis for teach- 
ing that man dies just like an animal, and 
that after death there is nothing left of 
man, just as there is nothing left of the 
animal. 

If we had only these passages, we 
would have to accept this idea; but, 
fortunately, the Bible gives us many 
other exact details. 

It is true that an animal possesses a 
soul and that this soul seems to be, in 
the three passages quoted above, iden- 
tical with simple animal life. However, 
the great difference between man and 
animal is that man possesses not gnly a 
body and a soul, but also a spirit, accord- 
ing to Hebrews 4:12; 1 Corinthians 5:5; 
1 Thessalonians 5:23. The Bible shows 
us that while man is capable of enter- 
ing into contact with the world and with 
his own kind by means of his soul, it is 
by his spirit that he can enter into con- 
tact with God (Rom. 8:16). This is what 
distinguishes man from an animal: the 
ability to enjoy communion with God. 
Man possesses still other abilities which 
animals do not have, such as abstract 
thought, etc., but we shall not stress that. 

We must understand that the Bible 
gives us a progressive revelation of divine 
truth. It is only in the New Testament 
that we finally have full light on the 
Saviour, on salvation, on Heaven, and 
also on the soul and the spirit. Con- 
sequently, we must, in order to have a 
correct idea of the question of the soul, 
study especially the New Testament. 
Several passages show us the survival 
of the soul and of the human spirit after 
the death of the body. Look at Luke 
16:19-31. (This passage is not a parable, 
for two of the characters are called by 
name, which is never the case in a par- 
able. It is an authentic story given by 
the Saviour, who knew the world of 
the hereafter as well as this world.) 

We learn from 1 Kings 17:21, 22 that 
the soul can leave the human body and 
come back into it afterwards. The same 
truth is emphasized in the New Testa- 
ment, Luke 8:55. 

The existence of the soul after physi- 
cal death is emphasized again in the 
following passages: Psalm 73: 23-27; Luke 
23:43; 2 Corinthians 5:1-10; Philippians 
1:23; Hebrews 12:23; 2 Peter 1:14; Rev- 
elation 6:9; 14:1-5, 12. 

II.—Can the Soul Die? 

Taking Ezekiel 18:4, “The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die,” several people af- 
firm that the soul is mortal. However, 
it should be noted that the Bible men- 
tions three different kinds of death: 

(1) There is physical death, which we 
all know; but according to the passages 
quoted above, this death does not mean 
the cessation of existence. Physical 
death marks, on the contrary, the sepa- 
ration of the immaterial part of man, 
composed of his spirit and his soul, from 
the material part, that is, his body, 
(Continued on page 293) 
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Lesson for April 18 


An Easter meditation 


E Easter season is one of the most 
joyous of all the festivals of the 
Church to the Christian. For the 
resurrection of Christ meant a new be- 
ginning and a new radiant joy, and it 
brings with it some of the best blessings 
of Christ, the risen one, to His believing 
people, 





I. Parpon 


The resurrection of Christ brings and 
seals our pardon. “Who was delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification” (Rom. 4:25). The offering 
of Christ for us being accepted, and the 
Offerer being raised from the dead, God 
can now offer a full and complete par- 
don to believers in Christ. “God acquits 
the ungodly who believe in Christ, and 
declares them just. .. . This acquittal, 
in so far as it is the act of God as Judge 
and executive, administering law, may 
be denominated pardon” (A, H. Strong). 
There is a difference between pardon 
and forgiveness. 

I recall the case of a man who was 
pardoned by the State and returned 
home, The family against whom he had 
committed the offense would not for- 


give him. God gives the believer in - 


Christ both. Who shall lay anything 
to the charge of God’s elect? It is God 
that justifieth, Who is he that con- 
demneth? It is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us” (Rom. 8: 
33, 34). Full and perfect pardon now 
is a blessing of the resurrection of Christ. 


II. Peace 


Peace is a blessing of the resurrection 
of Christ. It would seem that the one 
particular blessing the Lord wished His 
disciples to have was the blessing of 
peace. Just before His crucifixion and 
just after His resurrection He spoke 
peace to them. In the upper room He 
said to them: “Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid [Gr., is cowardly, or timid]” 
(John 14:27). He wished them to be 
courageous. Then, as almost a last word 
before His apprehension, having left the 
upper room, He spoke peace to them 
again: “These things I have spoken 
unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribu- 
lation: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

It was, to confirm that peace that He 
came to them in resurrection, and spoke 
peace to their fearful hearts. “Then on 
the same day at evening, being the first 
day of the week, when the doors were 
shut where the disciples were assembled 
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Though we do not know exactly the 
date of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, yet every remembrance 
of it should stir up praise and thanks- 
giving in the believer’s heart. Many 
readers of The Sunday School Times 
have been blessed through the 
spoken and written messages of Dr. 
Arthur Petrie, a member of the fac- 
ulty of the Simpson Bible Institute, 
Seattle, and a teacher and writer 
whose articles have frequently ap- 
peared in these columns. In this 
present study he sets forth seven 
aspects of the Resurrection, which 
contain comfort and cheer for every 
Christian today. 








for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and 
stood in the midst, and saith unto them, 
Peace be unto you” (John 20:19). It 
was the word of the victorious One to 
banish their fears. He had made peace 
through the blood of His cross (Col. 
1:20); He now came to proclaim and 
confirm it in the person of the resur- 
rected One. 


Peace, perfect peace, with sorrows surg- 
ing round? 
On Jesus’ bosom naught but calm is 


found. 
—Edward H. Bickersteth, 


Ill. Purity 

Purity of life is a blessing of the Res- 
urrection, Chapters 5 and 6 of Romans 
teach it. The Christian needs more than 
pardon: he needs purity of life after 
pardon. In the resurrection of Christ 
provision is made for the Christian to 
walk in purity of life. Romans 5:10 
tells us of it: “For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his 
life.” Bishop Handley Moule reads it, 
“We shall be kept safe in His life, in 
the life of the Risen One, who now lives 
for us, and in us, and we in him.” In 
Romans 6 the provision for purity of 
life through the resurrection of Christ 
is “more fully unfolded” (Moule). There 
we are shown “the life-aspect, our vital 
incorporation with our Redeemer, our 
part and lot in His resurrection-life” 
(Moule). 

This blessing of the Resurrection is 
stated in the words of Romans 6:4: “That 
like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of 
life.” Through the resurreation of Christ 
a pardoned sinner may live the life out- 
lined in Romans 6—a life in which “he 
liveth unto God”. (v. 10), a life in which 
“sin shall not have dominion” over him 
(v. 14), a life that is “free from sin” 
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Resurrection Blessings 


By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


(vs. 18, 22), a life that has its “fruit unto 
holiness” (v. 22). We ‘need this purity 
of life, and we may have it. The Holy 
Spirit was sent forth by the living Christ 
to do in us subjectively what was done 
for us objectively on the cross of Christ. 
Robert Murray McCheyne wrote in one 
of his letters: “I often pray, Lord, make 
me as holy as a pardoned sinner can be 
made” (Memoirs, p. 159). 


IV. Power 


Power is a blessing of the resurrection 
of Christ. The Apostle Paul desired to 
know Christ “and the power of*His res- 
urrection” (Phil. 3:10). The believer in 
Christ needs ‘and must have power—the 
power of the resurrected Christ, whether 
it be the power of authority (exousia) 
or the power of action (dunamis). 

Power is associated with and displayed 
in the resurrection of Christ more than 
in anything else connected with Him. 
We read of “the exceeding greatness of 
his power to us-wtrd who believe, ac- 
cording to the working of his mighty 
power, which he wrought in Christ, 
when he raised him from the dead” 
(Eph. 1:19, 20). Herod associated power 
with resurrection when he said, “John 
the Baptizer is risen from the dead, and 
therefore do these powers work in him” 
(Mark 6:14, A.S.V.). Our Lord’s present 
resurrected life is by the power of God, 
as the Word says, “For though he was 
crucified through weakness, yet he liveth 
by the power of God” (2 Cor. 13:4). 

V. PRESENCE 

Perhaps the most personal blessing of 
the resurrection of Christ to believers 
is His presence. The last words of Mat- 
thew 28 are ones of great preciousness 
to believers. The resurrected Christ 
said, “And, lo, I am with you alway.” 
The original is quite expressive, and 
reads, “And, behold, I with you am all 
the days”—“the words emphasizing con- 
tinuity more than the English adverb” 
(Ellicott’s Commentary). 

It is interesting and instructive to note 
that each Gospel] has an ending peculiar 
to itself. Matthew ends with the resur- 
rection of Christ. Mark ends with the 
ascension of Christ. Luke ends with 
the promise of the Holy Spirit. John 
ends with a word about the second com- 
ing of Christ. 

In his life of warfare for the truth, 
Paul was encouraged by the knowledge 
of the presence of Christ. In Corinth 
the Lord said to him, “Be not afraid, but 
speak, and hold not thy peace: for I 
am with thee, and no man shall set on 
thee to hurt thee” (Acts 18:9, 10). And 
in his final “defense” (apologia) of the 
faith, when “all men forsook” him, the 
Lord stood with (alongside of) him, and 
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strengthened him (2 Tim. 4:16, 17). The 
resurrection of Christ makes Him per- 
sonally present with us: “I will not 
leave you comfortless [orphans]: I will 
come to you” (John 14:18), 


VI. PRIVILEGE 


The resurrection of Christ brings with 
it a special privilege to the believer. 
Every believer is united with the resur- 
rected Christ. “Wherefore, my brethren, 
ye also are become dead to the law by 
the body of Christ; that ye should be 
married to another, even to him who 
is raised from the dead” (Rom. 7:4). 
It is considered a privilege to sit with 
certain persons at great banquets and 
Believers are 
privileged to sit with Christ in His res- 
urrected state: “And hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 
2:6). This privilege that is each be- 
liever’s through the. resurrection of 
Christ is emphasized in Colossians 3: 1-3: 


‘ “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek 


those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
Set your affection on things above, not 
on things on the earth. For ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in God.” 
We may never sit with the great ones 
of this world, but it is our privilege to 
sit with the resurrected Christ and to 
know that our life is hid with Him in 
God. It is the resurrected Christ who 
introduced us to that exalted position. 

Many years ago, when I was a boy in 
London, I read a story I have never for- 
gotten. Queen Victoria was giving a 
lawn party. A soldier was pacing to 
and fro in front of the grounds, keeping 
all unbidden guests from passing in. A 
little boy was peering into the distance 
trying to get a glimpse of his Queen. 
Presently a gentleman of the lawn party 
noticed the little boy outside. He went 
out to him, took him by the hand, and 
led him past the guard into the presence 
of the Queen. After a brief interview, 
the boy, full of excitement, left the 
presence of his Queen, and was about 
to run past the guard. The soldier called 
out to him, “Do you know who that man 
was?” The boy did not know. “That 
was the Queen’s son, the Prince of 
Wales,” said the soldier. 

What the Queen’s son did for a brief 
moment for the little boy, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of, God, has done for 
His people. He has led us into the pres- 
ence of God with Himself, not for a 
moment, but for a lifetime. 


VII. PromMisE 


Another blessing of the resurrection of 
Christ is a precious promise. It is stated 
in John 14:19, “Because I live, ye shall 
live also,” It is a promise of our own 
resurrection. The Lord’s resurrection is 
the promise and the guarantee of the 
resurrection of His people. “Knowing 
that he which raised up the Lord Jesus 
shall raise up us also by Jesus” (2 Cor. 
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4:14). That promise has been a comfort 
to untold thousands of. .Christians 
throughout the Christian centuries. The 
resurrection of Christ is the promise and 
guarantee of the resurrection of Chris- 
tians. A German Christian, who knew 
the meaning of sacred numerology, asked 
that the number 888 be put on his tomb- 
stone. Eight is the number of resurrec- 
tion. Three eights is the resurrection 
emphasized, and it is the numerical 
value of the name Jesus (in Greek). 
This saint and scholar knew that, and 
so expressed his faith in the promise 
of the Lord Jesus, “Because I live, ye 
shall live also.” 

Let me close this Easter meditation 
with a true and interesting story tran- 
scribed from “The Treasury of Children’s 
Sermons” (p. 688). I am sure it will 
please old and young alike. 

An old man tells-a pretty story of 
himself which explains the Resurrection 
in a very striking way: 

“I had a little sister who died when 
I was but five years old. The grief of 
losing her sank deep into my heart; and 
weeks went by before I could be happy 
in the playroom where we had so often 
been together, or could endure the sight 
of her books and toys. 

“Often I stole away alone to the 
churchyard where she lay, and sat for 
hours near the little mound that cov- 
ered her pretty form; for I did not feel 


so lonely when I sat beside her there. - 


I had always been a quiet child; but 
this sore trouble completely took away 
my spirits, and made me almost ill. At 
last my parents became alarmed for my 
health, 4nd proposed to take me to the 
seaside. I, however, begged hard to re- 
main near my little sister, and was so 
“unhappy at the thought of leaving her, 
that they agreed to let me stay. 

“*‘Mamma,’ I said, ‘you know you told 
me Teddy would come again from under 

. that ground—that God was going to 
raise her up. I want to be here when 
she comes,’ 

“My boy,’ my mother answered, ‘our 
little Teddy is not coming back just now. 
God is not ready yet to bring her body 
out of the ground. He is taking care 
of her soul now, and when you die you 
may go where she is.’ 

“‘Must.I go into the ground, too?’ I 
asked; ‘and shall I come out all bright 
like Teddy?’ 

“*Yes, my boy.’ 

“*But, Mamma, I don’t see how. How 
can it ever be?’ 3 

“My mother opened her hand, and 
showed a little seed, telling me to take 
it and bury it in the ground. She said 
that God meant to have the seed ‘buried 
in that why, so that it might grow up 
and produce beautiful flowers, and that 
the same Great Being could also raise 
up our friends from their graves, and 
give them glorified bodies. 





1 Edited by Sir William Robertson Nicoll 
and Jane T. Stoddart. (Geo. H. Doran, New 
York; out of print.) 
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“Every day I loitered for hours around 
the spot where I had buried the seed, 
and even brought my book and studied 
my lessons there. I somehow felt that 
upon the coming up of that plant de- 
pended the raising up of my little sistet 
—that if my mother’s word proved true 
about the seed, I should have a sure 
promise of some day seeing little Teddy 
again. So I watched and waited anxiously 
for many days, and the time seemed 
very long. 

“At last, one morning, after a very 
rainy night, I went out, and saw, to my 
intense delight, two small green leaves 
peeping above the ground just where I 
had buried my seed, . 

“To this day I can remember the thrill 
of joy I felt at that sight. It was not 
merely delight at finding that I was to 
have a flower of my own; but to my 
childish heart it seemed like an assur- 
ance straight from Heaven that my little 
Teddy would be taken care of, and 
given back to me again. 

“Now I was happier than I had been 
for many weeks, and as my morning- 
glory grew and blossomed my trust in 
God’s power grew stronger, till at length 
all the heavy weight of sorrow was lifted 
frem my heart.” 





The Lord Jesus said, “Because I live, 
ye shall live also” (John 14:19). 
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An Incentive to Steadfastness 
(Continued from second page) 


oneers have been closed, and hundreds 
of devoted missionaries expelled! What 
though the world is in such a chaotic 
and perilous condition that the immedi- 
ate prospect is full of dark forebodings! 
In spite of all that seems against us, 
we tan go on, knowing that no faithful 
service rendered for Christ is in vain. 
Our risen and exalted Saviour says, “Be- 
hold, I come quickly; and my reward 
is with me, to render to each man accord- 
ing as his work is” (Rev. 22:12, A.S.V.). 
Such a promise, such a prospect inspires 
us to be patient, to persevere when the 
going is hard, to smile when the world 
frowns at us. Robert Louis Stevenson 
once asked a yokel cleaning a cowshed 
in Fife if he never tired of his messy 
job. “No,” replied the man, “he that 
has aye something ayont (beyond) need 
never weary.” We have something to 
look forward to, for “glories upon glories 
hath our God prepared, for the souls 
that love Him, one day to be shared.” 

As we live by faith in the risen Son 
of God, and in the light of our eternal 
Home which ever beckons us onward, 
so shall we finish our course with joy; 
and at last, on the eternal shore, meet 
our Saviour face to face, and be wel- 
comed with His smile and commendation, 
Till then let our daily prayer be: 


“O use me, Lord, use even me, 

Just as.Thou wilt, and when, and where; 
Until Thy blessed face I see, 

Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share.” 
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IV. The Lord Jesus as John Saw Him on Patmos 


The symbolism of His clothing and His appearance 
By EDGAR AINSLIE 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


In this fourth article in his series on Revelation, Mr. Ainslie continues 
his exposition of the first chapter. He explains the spiritual meaning of 
the amazing things that the Apostle John saw as he looked upon the 


awe-inspiring and glorious figure of the risen Christ. 


One of the 


special values of Mr. Ainslie’s series is the fact that he continually draws 
spiritual lessons out of the texts under consideration. He also applies 


the prophecies to coming events which may not be far distant. 


There 


is still time for Times readers to let their friends know of this unusual 


series of Bible studies, which will run for several months, 


(For sub- 


scription rates, see page 303.) 


HE Lord Jesus appeared to the Apos- 

tle John on Patmos as Son of man. 
The humanity of Jesus our Lord is em- 
phasized in Revelation, but the descrin- 
tion of the glories that follow should 
settle forever any question as to His 
deity. He is clothed. On the cross He 
was stripped in His dying shame, every 
member of His holy body degraded. Now 
the scene is changed. The garment here 
corresponds to the ephod of Israel’s 
priesthood. It was all of blue; blue is 
the heavenly color. Here is our heavenly 
High Priest robed in the insignia of His 
heavenly priesthood. The Epistle to the 
Hebrews unfolds this. Robes are the 
symbol of office. John beholds the Priest 
of all believers, 

His breast is girded. There are three 
girdles of our Lord so rich to study. In 
John 13 He wears the girdle of service. 
In this He not only gave us an example, 
but typified His future work in Heaven 
for us as our great High Priest. 

In Psalm 45 He wears the girdle of 
conquest. The glory bursts upon our 
startled souls as the future Messianic 
beauties and glories of our Lord’s advent 
to Olivet are described. He is seen as 
girding Himself with the sword for right- 
eous. conquest. 

Between His girding as the Bondslave 
and as the King of kings, He wears the 
golden priestly girdle on His heart for 
us in Heaven. Beneath this golden 
girdle beats a tender heart that feels for 
all His own, 

His head and His hairs tell” out so 
many precious’ truths: His Lordship of 
creation, the Kingdom, and the Church. 
How much confusion would vanish if 
His Lordship were owned today by His 
people! Two cases throw light on these 
descriptions. Absalom was famous be- 
cause of his beautiful hair. Samson’s 
hair was the secret of his strength. In 
our Lord both are combined: beauty and 
strength. The symbols also denote pur- 
ity and eternity of being. It was thus 
that Daniel the prophet saw Him. 

His eyes are all-searching, piercing, 
judging, consuming. In the Song of Solo- 
mon Christ is spoken of as possessing 
the eyes of a dove. In a dove’s eyes 
you see the €xpression of gentleness, 





purity, softness, tenderness, no trace of 
guile or trickery. How these all tell out 
the graces found in our Lord! Here they 
are different; they are burning, pene- 
trating. Have you ever been close 
enough to our Lord so that you could 
gaze into His very eyes? Get near 
enough to see right into them. Peter 
met those loving but searching eyes, and 
they melted his heart into bitter tears 
producing repentance. 

His feet—now how . changed! No 
longer bleeding as they tread the path 
to the tree; but now they tread in the 
royal pathway to His throne. Those 
blessed feet that never once trod in the 
path of sin, the feet once pinned in 
cruelty to a Roman gibbet, are now free 
to travel the royal road to His magnifi- 
cent throne. As brass, when placed in 
the crucible and heated over the hot 
furnace flames, emits a purple color, so 
by this symbol is suggested the glorious 
destiny which lies before Him. He no 
longer has bloodstained feet, burning in 
speechless agony, wending His way to 
the place of the skull; but his feet burn 
in regal majesty on His way to the con- 
summation of all God’s purposes: Jesus 
seated and acclaimed by all creation as 
King of kings and Lord of lords. As 
brass was the only metal that could stand 
the fires of the altar, so our Lord has 
withstood the altar fires of God’s wrath 
against sin at Calvary and He alone is 
worthy to accept the challenge to accept 
the Kingdom and all its magnificent glo- 
ries because of unswerving obedience 
unto death, 

His voice. The majesty of His utter- 
ance, the resistless dignity of His words! 
That voice, once silenced in the hush 
of unspeakable agonies in the dark in- 
famy of Golgotha, is now heard on earth 
again. It broke the silence of eternity 
when in the dawn of time He spoke 
worlds innumerable into existence. On 
earth it was mightier than the raging 
sea, it was heard above the tumult of 
angry billows calming the raging sea. 
The seas will become restless again as 
the Devil, as the Dragon, stirs it up; 
but the same voice will again be heard 
and its power will finally hush the rag- 
ing billows into eternal calm. 
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His right hand. In the place of priv- 
ilege the stars are held secure, complete 
and blessed. Eternal security is assured 
for all His saints. Surely the double 
lock cannot be broken. Placed in the 
right hand of Christ, then that hand 
enclosed in the hand of the omnipotent 
hand of God the Father, with its mighty 
grasp—who can and who dare attempt 
to break this double grip .of the Al- 
mighty God and His Son? What a fruit- 
ful study there is in the hands of Jesus’ 
His hands are the hands of deity, ye 
human hands. They are atoning hand: 
wounded, interceding, pleading, saf: 
glorified, and deathless hands. 

His mouth, The Word of God pro. 
ceeds from his mouth. His ministry is, 
“It is written.” Such was His defense 
in the temptation. The written Word 
and the living Word cannot be separated. 
In the garden, as His cruel foes ap- 
proached Him, He had only to speak 
and His foes fell backward. At Arma- 
geddon, when they assemble to tear Him 
from the skies, He will need only to 
speak and miserable defeat shall be 
meted out to all His foes. 

His countenance shines. Now there is 
no cloud, the shadows have gone; now 
it is not a face marred more than any 
man’s. On earth in His meekness men 
could approach Him and spit in His face; 
they could come so near as to be near 
enough to bruise His face with their hard 
fists; but now all is changed, and He is 
unapproachable. Tenderness gives place 
to terribleness, meekness to irresistible 
majesty. This’face of dazzling glory 
stopped Saul of Tarsus in his mad and 
murderous purpose. No human or angel 
eye can gaze into this face, shining in 
the effulgence of dazzling glory. Study 
the face of Jesus in the Word. Who can 
gaze upon that Sun in its dazzling 
strength? The stars fade out, all lose 
their glory when this glorious Sun has 
risen. If this glory is so great when 
Jesus is away from Heaven, what must 
His glory be when He fills that holy 
place? As the glorious Sun, He will 
yet appear to Israel and dispel all the 
gloom of her long night of sin and de- 
parture from God. 

Suppose, child of God, that you could 
have such a glorious vision as John be- 
held, what would become of you? Like 
the seer, you would fall prostrate at His 
feet. What a blessed place to fall! The 
Bible is so full of falls. Most of them 
are sad and sinful falls. Adam fell, and 
it brought us all ruin. Cain fell from 
atonement by blood. Noah fell into 
drunkenness; Abraham, David, Solomon 
—and so the list grows; but this fall is 
the means of so much blessing. When 
our Lord reveals Himself, what else can 
happen? Like the patriarchs and great 
men of old, who gazed on our Lord in 
His pre-existent glory; or seraph, no 
matter whom—all must fall prostrate at 
His blessed feet and adore Him in wor- 
ship, love, and praise. 

John is overcome: he f 
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.because the glory is too much for him; 
he faints away in human weakness, but 
he has a wonderful Lord. There is, not 
a trial or weakness but that same Lord 
can use it to bring to us solace and bless- 
ing. His hand is immediately upon the 


prostrate seer, imparting strength in his _ 


deathlike weakness. Oh, the touch of 
His wonderful hand! He touches the 
foul leper, and there is cleansing. (We 
have yet to see the first leper cleansed 
at these modern “divine healing” serv- 
ices; there would be a stampede if one 
of. these rotting, living carcasses walked 
on the platform to be healed.) Christ 
touched the dead, and life was given; 
the grief-stricken are comforted as He 
pours in the balm of Gilead. His hands 
grip the sinking Peter, because they are 
the hands of power. His voice calls, 
“Fear not!” Study the “Fear nots”; they 
will meet your need and comfort your 
troubled heart. John had heard some 
of these “Fear nots” before: The “Fear 
not” for the martyr (Matt. 10:28); the 
“Fear not” on the storm-tossed sea; the 
“Fear not” of the upper room. 

The hand that is laid on John is the 
hand of the self-existent One. The eter- 
nal I AM, the all-sufficient One, the 
unchangeable One, Deity, Godhood, pos- 
sessor of all the attributes of the God- 
head. He is the first; there is nothing 
before Him; He is before creation, be- 
fore time, nothing precedes Him. He 
is before angels, and He is the source 
and originator of everything, its source 
and its first great cause, He is the last. 
Nothing will come after Him. When 
empires have vanished, when history has 
been climaxed, when, like a discarded 
garment, nature is all worr out and is no 
more, He remains as the unchangeable 
God. He is the living One, independent 
of all His creatures, the source of all 
life. In nature we take our life at birth 
from Him; in the new birth we take 
eternal life from His hands. The source 
and Giver of life became dead, of His 
own will; He was not forced to die. His 
life was nct snatched from Him. In 
that supreme moment, when conscious 
that the will of God had been complet@ly 
carried out and the eternal purposes of 
God had all been completely carried out, 
He yielded up His Spirit into the care 
and keeping of His Father God. His 
head did not fall in helplessness upon 


His crimsoned breast; He bowed His’ 


head in the full consciousness of His 
deity and in the full consciousness that 
the question of sin was eternally settled 
and redemption’s work finished forever. 
His deathless hands hold the keys. Im- 
mortal, He stands serene in glorious 
majesty. Those keys have been forever 
wrested-from the grasp of the Devil and 
are now in possession of the Conqueror 
of Calvary. Take heart, dear sorrowing 
child of God; there is not one grave or 
mausoleum, there is not a place that 
holds the sacred dust of your saved 
loved ones but what some day Jesus 


= - aw CEPT RINMD Sloe 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


these .prisoners to enter His eternal 
glory. How busy these keys will be 
some bright morning unlocking all these 
prisons of hope! 

The Scarlet Priest of the Patmos Isle, 
who now appears in Heaven for us, will 
descend from Heaven and His shout shall 
be heard as He appears for those who 
look for Him the second time. It will 
be our privilege to meet Him often as 
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the holder of the keys unlocking the 
many doors of the future: The keys of 
the Kingdom, of life and death, of the 
place of departed spirits, of the gates to 
that holy city, of human hearts, of the 
Father’s heart. He will open to us the 
great storehouses of the riches of grace, 
which He will lavish upon us as eternal 
years roll on. 
(To be continwed) 


The Personal Equation in Bible Translating 


Why the new revised Standard Version is what 
the revisers disclaim—a theological translation 


By the Rev. OSWALD T. ALLIS, Ph.D., D.D. 





HE obvious fact that nearly all of 

the scholars who prepared the R.S.V. 
Bible of 1952 belonged to the Higher 
Critical school naturally led the Con- 
servatives to regard this new version 
with suspicion. They could not but ex- 
pect that it would be colored, to some 
degree at least, by the personal opinions 
of the translators. Consequently, the 
attempt was made to anticipate and meet 
this claim at the very outset by the 
counterclaim that the revisers were 
scholars, and that real scholarship is 
objective and unprejudiced. This claim 
was very vigorously presented by the 
revisers themselves in their “Introduc- 
tion to the Revised Standard Version of 
the Old Testament.” One of them wrote 
(p. 14) as follows: 

But the fact must be stressed that 
there is no place for theology in Bible 
translation, whether conservative or 
radical or whatever else. A “theolog- 
ical translation” is not a translation at 
all, but merely a dogmatic perversion 


of the Bible. Linguistic science knows> 


no theology; those of most contradic- 

tory. views can meet on common 

ground devoid of polemic, agreed that 

Hebrew words mean such and such, 

and their inflection and syntactical re- 

lations imply this and that. These 
facts establish an agreed translation. 

Then and then only may the exegete 

and dogmatist busy himself with the- 

ological deductions from the thoughts 
of the Biblical writers. 

Another of the revisers has assured 
us (p. 61 of the “Introduction”), in de- 
fending the new rendering of “steadfast 
love” for “lovingkindness,” “Neither in 
this case nor in any other was the choice 
of words or reading of the text gov- 
erned by theological presuppositions.” 
Now if this were really the case, then 
it would follow that the personal opin- 
ions of the revisers may be a matter of 
entire indifference to the reader of the 
new version. But is it really the case? 
The following example will help the 
reader to judge for himself whether the 
sweeping assertions of the revisers are 
justified by the evidence contained in 
the version itself. 

The Book of Daniel has been for many 
¥ controversy, the 
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prophecy of the “seventy weeks” espe- 
cially so, Consequently, it will be very 
instructive to compare the renderings of 


Daniel 9:24-27 
R.S.V. 


King James Version 


24 Seventy weeks 
are determined upon 
thy people and upon 
thy holy city 
and to anoint the 
most holy. 


25 Know therefore 
and understand, that 
from the going forth 
of the command-| 
ment to restore and 
to build Jerusalem 
unto the Messiah the 
Prince shall be seven 
weeks, and _ three- 
score and two weeks: 
the street shall be 
built again, and the 
wall, even in trou- 
blous times. 


26 And after three- 
score and two weeks 
shall Messiah be cut 
off, but not for him- 
ee 

27 And hes shall 
confirm the covenant 
with many for one 
week: and in the 
midst of the week he 
shall cause the sac- 
rifice and the obla- 
tion to cease ... 


Of’ the variations 





-|ple and your 


in the K.J.V. and the 


Revised Standard 
Version 


24 “Seventy weeks«s 


of years are decreed 
concerning your peo- 
] holy 
city and to 
anoint a most holy 
place. 


25 Know therefore 
and understand that 
from the going forth 
of the word to re- 
store and build Jeru- 
salem to the coming 
of an anointed one, 
a prince, there shall 
be seven weeks. 


Then for sixty-two 
weeks it shall be 
built again with 
Squares and moat, 
but in a_ troubled 
time. 

26 And after the 


sixty-two weeks, an 
anointed one shall be 


cut off, and_ shall 
have nothing .. . 
27 And he shall 


make a strong cove- 
nant with many for 
one week; and for 
half of the week he 
shall cause sacrifice 
and offering to cease 


between the above 


renderings, two are of special impor- 
tance: « 


1. In verse 25, the K.J.V., by rendering 


“seven weeks, and threescore and two 
weeks,” definitely connetts the seven 
and the sixty-two together as forming 
a total of sixty-nine weeks to “the Mes- 
siah the Prince.” This is the traditional 
Messianic interpretation: it counts sixty- 
nine weeks to the First Advent. Such 
being the case, it is to be carefully noted 
that the R.S.V. rendering changes the 
Messianic interpretation of the K.J.V. 
into the non-Messianic or Maccabean in- 
terpretation, which is now dominant in 
Higher Critical circles. It does this by 
separating the seven weeks and. the 
sixty-two, “to the coming of an anointed 
one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. 
Then for sixty-two weeks .. .”—a render- 
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ing that closely resembles that of the 


Moffatt translation and the American 
Standard Version. This rendering places 
the entire sixty-two weeks between the 
two references to the “anointed one.” It 
indicates the adoption by the revisers 
of the view that the seven weeks end 
with the edict of Cyrus in 538 B.C. (the 
“anointed one, a prince” being either 
Cyrus, Jeshua, or Zerubbabel), that the 
“anointed one” who is “cut off” is the 
high priest Onias III, who was mur- 
dered in 171 B.C., and that the last week 
coincides with the latter part of the 
reign of Antiochus Epiphanes (176-164 
B.C.), whose fierce persecution of the 
Jews led to the Maccabean revolt, Ac- 
cording to this interpretation, the utter- 
ance is not Messianic at all: it refers 
not to Christ, but to Cyrus, or a con- 
temporary, to Onias a high priest of the 
Maccabean period, and to Antiochus. 
And since, according to the majority of 
the critics, the Book of Daniel is a 
product of the Maccabean age, the pas- 
sage is not a prediction, not prophecy 
but pseudoprophecy, prophecy written 
after the event. This also accounts for 
the preference of R.S.V. for the render- 
ing “to anoint a most holy place”\(v. 24), 
since these words then naturally refer 
to the rededication of the Temple in 164 
B.C. after its desecration by Antiochus. 


2. In verse 24, also following or agree- 
ing with the Moffatt and Ameri¢an 
Standard Versions, the R.S.V. inserts the 
words “of years,” making the verse read, 
“seventy weeks of years are decreed.” 
This may be explained as merely inter- 
pretive and as indicating that the re- 
visers held the widely accepted view 
that the weeks are year-weeks. But it 
seems not improbable that there is a 
further reason for this interpretive in- 
sertion.’ There is a form of the Messianic 
interpretation of this passage that is 
called the “Christian Church” interpre- 
tation. According to it the seven weeks 
extend to the First Advent, the sixty- 
two weeks to the Second Advent, cov- 
ering the entire Church Age, and the 
seventieth week refers to the almost 
complete triumph of Antichrist before 
the final consummation. This interpre- 
tation, like thé “traditional” one, is pre- 
dictive and Messianic. It extends the 
scope of the prediction not only to the 
First Advent but also to the Second. But 
it requires that the week8 be regarded 
not as year-weeks but as symbolic or 
mystical periods. By inserting the words, 
“of years,” the R.S.V. excludes this in- 
terpretation also and restricts the scope 
of the prophecy to the Maccabean age. 

It is to be admitted that, aside from the 
interpretive additions, the rendering of 
this passage given in the R.S.V. is an 
entirely possible one. In separating the 
seven weeks and the sixty-two weeks, 
it follows the Masoretic punctuation, a 
fact that has often been appealed ‘to in 
its support. But it is.to be remembered 
that the Masoretes did not always punc- 
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tuate according to the sense of a verse, 
that their punctuation and. vocalization 
were introduced into the Hebrew Con- 
sonantal text centuries after Bible times, 
and that here it represents a Jewish 
rather than a Christian interpretation of 
the passage. On the other hand, we are 
justified in maintaining that the render- 
ing which joins the seven weeks and the 
sixty-two weeks to form sixty-nine 
weeks is at least as good syntax, and 
makes quite as good sense, as that which 
follows the Masoretic punctuation. It 
has the support of the Syriac and Vul- 
gate, two ancient versions often appealed 
to by the R.S.V. in support of changes 
‘which it has made in the text of the 
K.J.V.; and it is also supported by the 
version of Theodotion, which the re- 
visers apparently regarded as the best 
Greek version of Daniel and have re- 
ferred to occasionally in their marginal 
notes. In addition to this there is the 
fact, which is especially to be noted in 
this connection, that the R.S.V. purports 
to be only a revision of the K.J.V., and 
that the Messianic rendering. has stood 
in the King James Version for 341 years 
and was retained in the A.S V. of 1901. 

Under such circumstances it would 
seem that the very least that was to be 
expected of the revisers would have been 
that they would give the Messianic ren- 
dering as an alternative in their margin 
by adding the words, “Or seven weeks, 
and threescore and two weeks: it shall 
be built again, with street and moat,” 
which is the A.S.V. rendering. But no 
alternative rendering is given. The fact 
that another rendering is possible, not 
to say probable, is completely ignored. 
Yet two relatively minor alternative 
renderings of single words are given in 
the margin to this chapter, as if to in- 
dicate that the revisers have treated this 
passage with meticulous accuracy. 

Such arbitrary and dogmatic treat- 
ment of an important and much debated 
passage by the R.S.V. is inexcusable and 
quite unwarranted. But what we are 
particularly concerned to point out is 
this: Such an example as we have been 
considering serves to expose the fallacy 
of the claim that “ag agreed translation” 
which is thoroughly objective and un- 
influenced by theological viewpoints and 
questions of interpretation is possible, 
and that in the R.S.V. we have such a 
version. The reason the R.S.V. renders 
this passage as it does is because the 
revisers are convinced that the Mac- 
cabean interpretation is the correct one 
and they wish to make this as clear as 
possible. The reason they do not even 
list the rendering of K.J.V. or A.S.V. 
in the margin as an alternative render- 
ing is because they regard the Messianic 
interpretation of the passage as too ab- 
surd to deserve consideration. They 
take this position despite the fact that 
many scholars of at least equal scholar- 
ship have held in the past and hold to- 
day the view that the revisers feel it 
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wise to ignore. They have thus given 
us an example of what they profess to 
despise, a theological translation and one 
the theology of which is definitely mod- 
ernistic. 


Wayne, Pa. 
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Alaska in the News 
and in History 


LASKA is before the United States 

Congress today as a candidate for 
admission to the Union as the forty-ninth 
state. If it is accepted, Alaska will be 
the largest state, over twice the size of 
Texas, ° 

At one time there was a strong move- 
ment in Alaska to “secede from the 
Union” and to establish an independent 
government. The city of Valdez actually 
did declare its secession because of “taxes 
without representation.” Today, how- 
ever, Alaska’s 128,643 inhabitants are 
petitioners for recognition and for a star 
of their own in the American flag. 

Between 1728 and 1867 Alaska was 
claimed by the Russian Empire and was 
ruled from Sitka, which is one of the 
cities to be visited by the Christian Fel- 
lowship Cruise in July of this year. The 
old Russian church, in which services 
are still held, will be seen. However, 
the Presbyterian Church (U. S. A.) has 
the largest congregation in its own 
church, and also manages the well- 
known Sheldon Jackson School. Mem- 
bers of the Tour will have an oppor- 
tunity to visit this interesting school, 
where Alaskan Indian children are edu- 
cated. 

When the United States bought Alaska 
from Russia in 1867, the Republican ad- 
ministration was very unpopular. To 
pay $7,200,000 for a land-and-water area 
infested with icebergs was considered 
gross extravagance and a complete waste 
of taxpayers’ money. But it was a 
worth-while investment, for Alaska has 
produced $900,000,000 in mineral wealth 
and additional billions in fish, furs, for- 
est and agricultural products. The seal 
industry alone, between 1910 and 1953, 
made a profit of $12,000,000 for Uncle 
Sam’s treasury. There is probably 
enough wealth in Alaska today to clear 
up the entire principal and interest of 
the national debt. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour to 
Alaska, which is sponsored by Tue Sun- 
DAY ScHoot Trmes and the Northern Pa- 
cific Railway, leaves Chicago on July 2 
and returns to that city on July 28. The 
party travels in Pullman cars to the West 
coast, and on the way will visit the 
northern rim of the Grand Canyon of 
the Colorado, Bryce Canyon National 
Park, Cedar Breaks National Monument, 
and the Kaibab National Forest, where 
large herds of deer are familiar sights. 
At Vancouver the party embarks in the 
fully reserved cruise sbip, the S.S.«Chil- 


(Continued on page 293) 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





: 


R. JACK WYRTZEN sends good 
M news of his meetings in Trinidad, 

West Indies: “A revival such as 
I’ve never seen before.” 

A mammoth airplane hangar, moved 
into the center of Port of ‘Spain, served 
as meeting place. Benches were bor- 
rowed from all over the island, includ- 
ing the race tracks, and crowds ranged 
from 2,000 up to 6,000 on the closing 
night. For this last me@ting, scheduled 
to open at 8.30 p.m., the crowd began to 
gather at 2 o’clock in the afternoon. 

‘ Special fleets of “Crusade buses” were 

provided by a local company. The 
mayor, colonial secretary, and even gov- 
ernor of the island were an hand for 
the opening meeting. “The thing. that 
impressed me most was the solidness of 
the work.” 


Lord Samuel, the former Rt. Hon. Sir 
Herbert Samuel, an upright Jew, one of 
the few Jews I know of in public life 
who has an antialcohol concern, spoke 
recently in the House of Lords on the 
moral state of the English nation. His 
words might well be repeated in the 
United States, where, too, “among care- 
ful watchers of the times there is a feel- 
ing of deep anxiety.” He speaks of 
“pockets of crime and immorality in our 
great cities which are a grave blot on 
our civilization.” Senator Kefauver’s 
Committee told us the same thing. 
Juvenile delinquency, as in Britain, has 


greatly increased; also “ruthless and 
cruel murders. There is increasing sex- 
ual laxity. . In literature, in drama, in 


life, adultery is regarded as a jest. Last 
of all, we find to our dismay that the 
vices of Sodom and Gomorrah, cities of 
the Plain, appear to be rife among us.” 

He attributes much of this to “quack 
psychology,” which teaches that men are 
predetermined to their faults by the 
genes with, which they are born. This 
theory destroys the sense of personal 
responsibility for evil courses, In Amer- 
ica, increase in crime and juvenile de- 
linquency is more certainly the conse- 
quence of Repeal and the return of the 
saloon, 


The bulletin of the Evangelical Semi-. 
nary in Aix-en-Provence (France) prints 
a letter from one of its alumni, Mile. 
Quintin, who is a member of the Phila- 
fricaine Mission in Angola (Africa). 
After speaking of the great value which 
her training at Aix is to her, she con- 
tinues: 

“It is sad to observe how largely mis- 
sionaries are taken up with purely 
philanthropic and social work. Here in 
Angola, although connected with the 
Evangelical Alliance, we realize more 
and more that it is impossible to co- 


.and with slight resources. 


operate with any mission. Two of our 
older pupils have returned from a mag- 
nificent American station, a true model 
of its kind, where they have taken the 
first high-school course. Imagine our 
grief when we discovered that they were 
obliged to go through a systematic course 
in Bible study with a professor D.D., 
uitra-modernist, for whom God is hardly 
more than a philosophical entity. At the 
end of four years of this instruction, the 
pupils are convinced that there is no res- 
urrection, last judgment, or eternal life. 

“Our two young men also have gone 
through crises of doubt of which you can 
imagine the gravity. We are greatly 
grieved that. we cannot longer send our 
students to this missionary institute. It 
is sad to realize that this work, negative 
and destructive in the highest degree, 
will bring forth its fruits in hundreds of 
black lads who represent the elite of 
tomorrow.” 

Miss Janette E. Miller was a onetime 
member of this American Congregation- 
alist mission, but left it to. work inde- 
pendently. She has carried on a school 
and now an orphanage, for many years, 
She writes: 

“The smallest children pray fervently 
for their mush, and when money comes 
to buy the meal, they crowd around, 
laughing, shouting, holding my knees, 
heads back, mouths open in beaming 
faces. . .. The dear Lord has pulled us 
through again, and we not only can pay 
for our corn meal but have a sack of 
sugar for Christmas. 

“Our children thrive on mush and 
bean leaves, later beans. Two older girls 
wash the clothes, a big pile every day. 
Clothes last no time with these energetic 
small’ boys. My little Janette sleeps on 
a mat near my board. We sing ‘Jesus 
loves me,’ and have a Bible story before 
we go to sleep. Our babies are lovely.” 

We must not let Miss Miller down. 
Especially would we commend her to 
evangelical Congregationalists. This is 
an orphanage ‘run on_ hand-to-mouth 
principles, “from His hand to my mouth,” 
as Dr. Zwemer was wont to say.. Here 
we can be fellow workers with Him. 
Address Ebenezer Orphanage, Ebanga, 
M. Machado, Angola, West Africa, 


European Notes.—R, Bultmann, the 
Marburg theologian who would “take 
the myths out of the New Testament,” 
was listened to, openmouthed no doubt, 
by- Yale theological students to whom 
he lectured a year or more ago. In the 
June number of the Schweizerische The- 
ologische Umsohau, in an essay of thirty- 
two pages, he is taken apart by Prof. 
Karl Jaspers, a philosopher who cannot 
be described as a Christian. He char- 
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terizes Bultmann “as a misleader.” 

Old Testament professors and scholars 
met recently in Copenhagen to consider 
the problems which engage them. The 
Expository Times tells us that a recep- 
tion was given them by Professor Peder- 
sen of the Carlsberg Brewery Founda- 
tion. The next thing that struck my 
eye Was a study in Tirfing of Stockholm, 
of Paaskebryg, or “Easter ale,” in Den- 
mark. The Carlsberg Brewery has in- 
creased the content of this Easter beer 
to seven per cent, a record strength, 
and there has been a corresponding in- 
crease in drunkenness in Danish cities. 
The Old Testament erudites should be 
more careful of the company they keep. 

One man’s faith rewarded. This year 
is the Seventy-fifth Jubilee of the Neu- 
kirchen Orphanage and Missionary In- 
stitute. Pastor Doll started with one 
forlorn child; today there are a hundred 
in his shelter, but the remarkable ex- 
pansion has been in the foreign field. 
Neukirchen missionaries have gone to 
Japan, Kenya, and Tanganyika. In Java 
they, have built up a solid school system 
and an extended medical work with a 
small army of doctors, nurses, and 
native assistants. 


The Free Lutheran Church of Alsace 
is celebrating its twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary. Lutheranism in this province suf- 
fered much in earlier days from infidel 
ministers. In the nineteenth century 
came a great Christian awakening, which 
covered the land, but it did not disasso- 
ciate itself completely from the surviv- 
ing Modernism, and later suffered from 
this infection. 

Gradually, during this century, a new 
church, composed of groups of spiritu- 
ally awakened folk, has arisen. It has 
been assisted by the Missouri Synod, 
the strongly loyal Lutheran branch in 
America. In 1927, these churches, scat- 
tered all over Alsace, came together in 
the Synod of the Free Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church in France. Every parish 
has been equipped with church and 
manse. Many charities have been or- 
ganized, including a sanatorium in 
Aubure and an orphanage in Senlis. It 
has started extensive evangelism in Paris 
and Rouen, and has two parishes in 
Belgium—in Brussels and Antwerp. It 
has the co-operation of the Missouri 
Synod in a successful radio ministry. 

This Free Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“declares its attitude to be absolutely 
uncompromising on the sovereign and 
total authority of Holy Scripture. It 
organizes its life and work on lines of 
evangelical discipline to the exclusion 
of alj unionist fraternization with 
churches tainted with liberalism.” 
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International Uniform Lesson 
, LESSON 3. APRIL 18. CHRIST THE LIVING LORD (Easter) 
N. John 19:41, 42, 20 and 21, printed text, 20:24-29, 21:15-17 
Golden Text.—Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.— John 20:29 
re Tue Kinc JAMEs VERSION me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, 
*he John 20:24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, and yet have believed. 
op. was not with them when Jesus came. . . . . . . 
_ 25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have Chap. 21:15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon 
fe. seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? 
my in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. 
im, the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 
= wilt tet teallewe. 16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of 
il 26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 
per and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 
th, shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Joygas, 
in- 27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and  lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto 
ies, behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto.him, 
be into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. 
ep. 28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and Jesus saith unto him, Feed my-sheep. 
>ar my God. —— Rare nea oy & we School Lessons; the Inter- 
ot 29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen International | Council of Religious Baucation® scrub 
a / < “ “ “ 
X= 
, : : Verse by Verse vitation to handle th 
ld. n ndle the wounds would 
Pe The Lesson as a Whole John 20:24.—“But Thomas ... called have been somewhat out of place! In- 
va By J. C. Macaulay; D.D. Didymus, was not with them when Jesus Stead he made his great confession. 
2m Approach to the Lesson came.” Didymus means “twin.” We Verse 29.—“Blessed are they that have 
a ERE is no doctrine more impor- know nothing of the other member of not seen, and yet have believed.” Notice, 
nd tant than the resurrection of Christ. the couplet. See 11:16. Thomas’s ab- not “because thou hast felt me,” but 
It has been called “the keystone of ‘ence that day cost him a week of mis- “because thou hast seen me.” For 
Christianity.” . Friends and foes alike ery, but it turned “unto the furtherance Thomas, seeing was believing, but a spe- 
= have recognized its central place in the of the gospel” (Phil. 1:12). ctal benediction is pronounced upon 
ry whole Christian scheme, and while the Verse 25.—“.. . We have seen the Lord. those who accept the testimony apart 
lel friends of Christ have rejoiced in the ... Except I shall see ...and thrust from sight. See 1 Peter 1:8. 
ry stability and adequacy of the evidence, ™y hand into his side, I will not be- Chap, 21:15.—“. lovest thou me 
ch His enemies have exerted their utmost lieve.” The testimony of his fellow dis- more than these? . . . Yea, Lord; thou 
0- endeavors to overthrow it. ciples was not enough for Thomas. He knowest that I love thee. .... Feed my 
ve Our Lord Himself knew how urgent demanded what J. Campbell Morgan lambs.” For “dined,” read “break- 
m it was to establish the evidence for His Alls “the empirical evidence”—the evi- fasted.” The “more than these” prob- 
resurrection, delaying His ascension to dence of the senses. The disciples were ably refers back to Peter’s boast of de- 
w Glory for forty days in order to give the 0t predisposed to believe in the res- votion superior to all others (Mark 14: 
tye “many infallible proofs” (Acts 1:3). And urrection of Jesus, so were not fit sub- 29). Or it may have reference to the 
as Paul quite realized the vital role played jects for hallucinations. fish, and boats, and nets. Christ’s word 
rd, by the resurrection of Christ, and freely Verse 26—‘“. . . Thomas with them: for “love” here is the loftiest in the 
in admitted that without it our whole struc- then came Jesus ...and said, Peace be Greek language, but Peter’s is the term 
t- ture of faith would crumble to dust (see unto you.” “Eight days,” or a week, Of personal affection. Notice that the 
in 1 Cor, 15: 12-20). reckoning both the first day and the last, “lambs” are a primary concern with 
h- In his book on the resurrection of 28 was commonly done. The skepticism Jesus. 
sh Christ, James Orr has an excellent chap- of Thomas had not made a breach be- Verse 16.—“Lovest thou me? .. . Yea, 
nd ter on the doctrinal bearings of this tween him and the brethren. Notice Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. 
r= truth. Here let us note that it has a Our Lord’s salutation, the usual Hebrew . Feed my sheep.” In the second 
in bearing on the deity of Christ (Rom. °m¢—Peace! round, Jesus drops the phrase of com- 
Rt & 1:4), on His exaltation (Eph. 1:20, 21), Verse 27.—“Reach hither thy finger parison, but holds to His own word for 
ris on His High Priesthood (Heb. 4:14), on ... and thrust it into my side: and be “love.” Peter still appeals to Christ’s 
in His. headship over the Church (Eph. 1: not faithless, but believing.” We are absolute knowledge, but clings to his 
It 22, 23), on our justification (Rom. 4:25), sure that no “informer” had told on own word for “love.” The variation 
Ti on our resurrection (1 Cor. 15:17-20),on Thomas, but Jesus knew his thoughts, in the commission should be noted— 
the judgment (Acts 17:31). The im- and offered him the very evidence which “Shepherd (more than feed) my sheep.” 
ch portance of a lesson on the resurrection he had demanded. Verse 17.—“, . . the third time, .. . 
ly of Christ, then, cannot be overestimated. Verse 28.—“My Lord and my God.” lovest thou me? Peter was grieved... 
id For the two characters who specially Some think Thomas must have obeyed Lord, thou knowest all things .. . Feed 
It figure in our lesson—Thomas and Peter the “command” of verse 27, but I regard my sheep.” In the third round, Jesus 
of —see the second volume of Alexander that as.an invitation rather than a com- takes up Peter’s word for “love,” and 
on Whyte’s “Bible Characters” (reprinted mand. In the presence of the living Peter, brokenhearted, appeals both to 
th by Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids Lord, Thomas must have felt the folly his Lord’s absolute knowledge, and to 
2, Mich., 2 vols., $12.50). of his demands, and accepting the in- His experiential knowledge of Peter's 
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affection—despite the base denial. Once 
again the commission is based on Peter’s 
professed love for Christ. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

“He restoreth my soul,” says David of 
his divine Shepherd in Psalm 23. Now 
we see the Good Shepherd, having given 
His life for the sheep, returning in the 
victory of His resurrection to restore the 
souls of His scattered sheep. 

Mary Magdalene, as she wept out her 
grief, was restored to joy (20:11-18). 
The disciples, imprisoned by their fear 
in the upper room (as is thought), were 
restored to peace (vs. 19-26). Thomas, 
adamant in his unbelief, was restored 
to faith (vs. 27-29). Peter, penitent and 
humiliated after his base denial of the 
Lard; was restored to apostleship and 
service (21:1-19). 

Our lesson centers upon the restoration 
of Thomas and Peter. 

Now Thomas was a believer. He was 
so much of a believer that he was will- 
ing to follow Jesus to death. When it 
became evident that Jesus was deter- 
mined to go back to Judea despite the 
enmity of the Jews, it was Thomas who 


rallied the hesitant disciples with his - 


challenge, “Let us also go, that we may 
die with him” (11:16). Thomas would 
rather die than live without Jesus. But 
now Jesus had died, and they had not 
died with Him. His repeated statements 
that He would rise again the third day 
had made no impression on them—not 
as much as on His enemies! (Matt. 27: 
62-64.) Thomas, then, like the others, 
was trying to adjust himself to this new 
situation of having Jesus dead. It was 
not easy, but he was a resolute fellow. 
When the other disciples told him that 
Jesus had visited them, alive from the 
dead, it was too much for him to accept. 
He had so set himself to accept the fact 
that Jesus was dead, that his mind re- 
fused to react to the wonderful news. 
No, he would have to see and feel! So 
he lived in his misery for a week. His 
resolution to make the best of a dead 
Christ had been sorely jolted, but he was 
still fighting against the testimony that 
Jesus was alive. He had a _ whole 
week to think the matter through, 
and I am sure he must have reasoned 
something like this: “If He really 
has risen from the dead, then He 
must be all that our highest faith be- 
lieved Him to be. In such case every 
doubt of His being very God would have 
to vanish.” And when, on the next Sun- 
day, Jesus offered Him all the evidence 
He had demanded, Thomas capitulated 
completely, and followed through to a 
full faith: “My Lord and my God.” 
Peter had done worse than Thomas, 
He had openly denied having the slightest 
acquaintance with Jesus after boasting 
of a devotion that would not stop short 
of death itself. After Judas, Peter cer- 
tainly forfeited a place in the apostolic 
band: But. base as was Peter’s denial, 
it did not represent his true attitude to 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
2. (15) April *11.—Betrayal and Cruci- 


fixion John 18 and 19; 21:15 
Next Week's Lesson 
4. (1) April 25.—Ahijah Foresees a 


Divided Kingdom. 1 Kings 11:1 to 12:24 








Jesus, and the Lord was not going to 
cast him out for the impulsive failure 
of that terrifying hour. What tortures 
of soul Peter had experienced we may 
never know. It is interesting to notice 
that the other disciples did not cast 
him out, nor did he desert them. The 
risen Christ, then, first made special 
reference to Peter in sending the dis- 
ciples word of His resurrection (Mark 
16:7), then He had a personal inter- 
view with him (Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5). 
Finally, before this company of disciples 
who had accompanied Peter on this 
fruitless fishing trip, the Lord extracted 
from His humbled and penitent follower 
a triple confession of his love (a sort 
of balancing of the accounts!), and re- 
stored him to the apostolate with a 
threefold commission. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Restoration to faith (John 20: 24-29) 
2. Restoration to apostleship (21:15-19) 


Topics for Development 

Three rounds. There were three 
rounds in that dealing which Jesus had 
with Peter by the Sea of Galilee. I do 
not think that it was a continuous mat- 
ter, but rather each round broke in upon 
the conversation separately. Each round 
consisted. of a question, an answer, and 
a command, Put these down in chart 
form, and notice the differences: 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT was Paul’s estimate of the 
place of the Resurrection in the 
structure of Christianity? 

2. How did our Lord take care to es- 
tablish the truth of His resurrection? 

3. According to John’s record, with 
what individuals did' our Lord have spe- 
cial dealings after His resurrection? 

4. Where does Thomas figure in the 
Gospel narrative before the death of 
Christ? 

5. How can we answer the charge of 
critics that the appearings of Jesus to 
His disciples were hallucinations? 

6. What evidence did Thomas demand? 

7. Did Thomas actually put his fingers 
into Christ’s wounds? 

8. Why did John add the story of 
Peter’s restoration? 

9. How does John allude to himself 
in his Gospel? 

10. Why did Jesus question Peter three 
times about his love? 

(Answers on page 292) 
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1, In the three questions. The first 
contains the comparative phrase, “more 
than these,” which the other two leave 
out. The first two use the highest word 
for “love,” while in the third Jesus 
adopts Peter’s humbler word. 

2. In the three answers. The first two 
are identical, appealing to the absolute 
knowledge of Christ. The third is full 
of emotion, appealing both to the abso- 
lute knowledge of Christ, and to His 
knowledge of Peter from personal ac- 
quaintance, 

3. In the three commands. The first 
has the lambs in mind. The second in- 
cludes all the care of a shepherd, not 
just the feeding. The second and third 
have to do with the grown sheep. 

These are some of the fine points 
which make a study of this incident so 
helpful. 

The Word of Jesus. The other day I 
Sat in on a class at Wheaton College, 
taught by Dr. Carl Armerding. It was a 
class in doctrine, and the subject was 
the Resurrection. In the course of the 
lesson, the instructor pointed out the 
place of the risen Lord’s spoken word 
in convincing the hesitant’ disciples. 
Mary Magdalene saw Him, but did not 
recognize Him until He spoke her name 
(John 20:11-16). It was His word of 
peace that assured the fearful disciples 
in the upper room (vs. 19, 20). It was His 
address to Thomas that disarmed that 
disciple’s unbelief (vs. 27, 28), Thomas 
had demanded that he both see and feel, 
but the voice of Jesus made the feeling 
at least unnecessary and irrelevant. He 
is no longer in the flesh that we may see 
and handle Him, but we can still know 
His voice in the depths of our soul, and 
we still have His Word as our most 
precious possession. “My sheep hear my 
voice,” He declared. Do we? 


Personal Applications 

It has to be written of many a Thomas 
that he “was not with them when Jesus 
came.” Go to church next Sunday, or 
it may have to be written about you. 

The only door that can be effectually 
shut against Jesus is the door of the 
human heart. Read Revelation 3:20. 

Do not make demands of God that you 
would be ashamed of if He granted 
them, as Thomas was when he saw the 
Lord. 

Believing without seeing is not credu- 
lity. We have the evidence of trust- 
worthy testimony (20:25), and that is 
what our whole legal process is based 
upon. » Why should not that suffice for 
faith? 

The basis of all service is love, Our 
Lord wants none of our service if He 
does not have our love. 


Golden Text 

John 20:29.—“Blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed.” 
Peter was doubtless present when these 
words were spoken, and later applied 
them to believers who had never seen 
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Jesus in the flesh (1 Pet, 1:8). Our love 
for Christ and our joy in Him do not 
depend upon the sight of our eyes, but 
the faith of our heart. 
E_mMuurst, ILL. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNs 
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 
“The Head That Once Was Crowned 
With Thorns” 
“Hark, My Soul! It Is the Lord” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Lord, whose glorious victory 
over sin and death we recall afresh to- 
day, we praise Thee for that victory and 
for the love that sent Thee to be our 
Saviour. Stir in us a love to Thee more 
worthy of Thine toward us. Make it a 
joy for us to serve Thee, and may all 
that is hateful to Thee be hateful to us. 
May we count nothing too precious for 
Thee and feel nothing to be a sacrifice 
when done or endured for Thee. Send 
out Thy Word today in much power to 
draw many to Thyself. Make the homes 
of this land places of Christian faith, 
love, and harmony. Give wisdom and 
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faithfulness to leaders in state and in 
church. Support and cheer the troubled 
and the tried everywhere, and forgive 
our failures to be at our best for Thee. 
Then lift us to better things by Thy 
risen power and for Thy glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Once the Lord had 
died and risen again the good news of 
His power to save must go out to all. 
The men to start that work were His 
disciples, and today we have seen two 
of them being prepared for that work. 
Thomas was freed from his doubts and 
Peter was searched in-heart and called 
to feed the sheep and lambs of Christ. 
It is important to have our doubts re- 
moved. Certainly Thomas could not 
preach Christ as risen till his doubts 
were gone. But even more important 
is to have a deep, warm love for Jesus 
Christ’ if we are to be willing to serve 
Him and are to be useful in His service. 
We must not only be sure of the truth 
about Christ, but He must mean every- 
thing to us, if we are to do anything 
effective for Him, 

A young lawyer who doubted Christ’s 
resurrection asked a preacher if he could 
prove the Resurrection to a lawyer’s sat- 
isfaction. The preacher was able to do 
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so- and the lawyer was convinced. But 
when the preacher urged the lawyer to 
become a Christian and serve the Lord, 
he refused. “Though you have removed 
my doubts,” he said, “I am not ready to 
turn to Christ, for I want to live my 
own life.” 

Unless our hearts are drawn to Christ, 
even though we believe the facts about 
Him, our lives will be no different and 
will not count for Christ and souls. 
“Lovest thou me?” is an important ques- 
tion the Lord asks each of us. We be- 





OUR EASTER PRIVILEGES 


CHRIST RISEN sexes, 


lieve He is the risen Saviour. We know 
it cost Him much to become the Saviour 
of sinners. How much do we care about 
Him and what He has done for us? The 
world needs people with hearts ablaze 
with love for Christ. 

Hark, my soul! it is the Lord; 

’Tis my Saviour, hear His Word; 


Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee, 
“Say, poor sinner, lov’st thou Me? 


“I delivered thee when bound, : 
And, when bleeding, healed thy wound; 
Sought thee wandering, set thee right; 
Turned thy darkness into light.” 











Lord, it is my chief complaint 

That my love is weak and faint; 

Yet I love Thee and adore; 

O for grace to love Thee more! 
—William Cowper. 


Catcary, AtTa., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Thomas ... was not with them when 
Jesus came” (John 20:24).—Along with 
the other apostles, Thomas did not un- 
derstand the Lord when He said He 
would rise from among the dead on the 
third day after His crucifixion. There 
was no room in his thoughts for a res- 
urrected Saviour. 

Why was Thomas absent on that mem- 
orable occasion? He was the one who 
hag said earlier, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him” (John 11:16). This 
is only a thought—accept it for. what it 
is worth—when Thomas knew that the 
Lord had died, hope died within him; 
and being denied the privilege of dying 
with Him, there was no one else to live 
for. He cared to see no one—not- even 
his former companions, the apostles. 
How much he missed by not being there 
when Jesus came! A miserable week en- 
sued. 

The Lord has vouchsafed His presence 
in the midst of the two or three who 
gather unto His name (Matt. 18:20). How 
much we miss when we are not there 
when He comes into the midst of His 
own! 

I sometimes wonder where _ the 
preacher of the chapel was on that very 
snowy day when that lad was saved by 
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heeding the words of the text which the 
layman dwelt upon. The lad was. C. H. 
Spurgeon—a prince of preachers! The 
text was Isaiah 45:22: “Look unto me, 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth: for I am God, and there is none 
else,” 

If the snow kept him away, or the fear 
that very few would venture out to that 
service, he evidently lived to regret the 
fact that he was “not with them when 
Jesus came”, in saving power to young 
Spurgeon. 

“Except I shall see ...I will not 
believe” (John 20:25).—When the other 
disciples joyfully exclaimed to Thomas, 
“We have seen the Lord,” one can al- 
most hear him exclaim: “Do you mean 
to tell me that that bruised and marred 
body which I saw on the cross has come 
to life again?” There is no record that 
they argued or discussed the matter with 
him. They were enthusiastic witnesses, 
and allowed their witness to speak for 
itself, 

Too many persons are saying, “Except 
I see, I will not believe.” They have 
never seen the wind, yet they believe 
it is a reality. They have never seen 
electricity, yet they believe it is real. 
They may say, “Oh, but we see the re- 
sults of the wind and electricity hence 
we believe.” We reply, “You also see 
the results of the resurrection of Christ 
in the lives of myriads of believers, 
hence you should believe that well- 
attested fact.” 

An infidel who denied the existence 
of God and Christ, and said he had no 
use for religion whatever, was offered 
a beautiful copy of the Gospel of John 
if he would read it. When he said, “I 
don’t believe it at all,” he was entreated 
to aecept it anyway and to see for him- 
self just what the Scriptures teach and 
what Christians believe. 

Later, the infidel’s wife remarked that 
something was getting hold of her hus- 
band. He sat up late that night read- 
ing the book. Not content with one 
reading of it, he read it several times. 

As a result of his reading it, he soon 
reached the point where his “I do not 
believe” was changed to, “I do believe.” 
He trusted the Lord Jesus Christ and 
was saved; and also became a zealous 
worker among unfortunates and crim- 
inals, 

“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.” If that Word is 
given a proper hearing, it will speedily 
change unbelief to faith. 

“And Thomas .. . said unto him, My 
Lord and my God” (John 20:28).— 
“Thomas is always considered to be the 
patron saint of doubt; and yet, human- 
like, we often forget that he is very 
prince of confessors of Jesus Christ. 
Not Peter in the wealth of confession 
that drew our Lord’s approval, not Paul 
in the warmest moments of his devotidn, 
has ever surpassed the ecstatic confes- 
sion of Thomas when the cloud of un- 


: April 3, 1954 


belief cleared, and he stepped into the 
sunshine, saying, ‘My Lord, and my God.’ 
His failure was followed by a recovery 
most magnificent” (H. C, Lees). 

What a disappointment this confession 
and the Lord’s comment on it must be 
to all members of cults denying the es- 
sential deity of the Lord Jesus! Were 
we without our Lord’s favorable com- 
ment on it, they would no doubt attempt 
to.say Thomas spoke hastily and un- 
advisedly with his lips. We thank God 
for the multitudes of believers who 
without reservation of any kind, per- 
sonally say to Him, “My Lord, and my 
God!” 

“Blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed” (John 20:29).— 
That blessing pertains to all believers 
today; for although we have not seen our 
resurrected Lord as Thomas saw Him, 
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we nevertheless believe. See 1 Peter 
1:8. The world says, “Seeing is believ- 
ing,” but Christians say, “Believing is 
seeing”! We have the divinely inspired 
record of His death, burial, and resur- 
rection, and as a result believe, and are 
sure, that He is both Lord and God. 

“Thou knowest that I love thee” (John 
21:17).—Peter in his self-confidence said 
to the Lord, “Though all men shall be 
offended because of thee, yet will I never 
be offended.” And again, “Lord, I am 
ready to go with thee, both into prison, 
and to death.” When the test came, he 
denied his Lord three times. It is not 
surprising then to hhave the Lord ques- 
tion Peter three times about his love to 
Him. Peter assures Him that he loves 
Him. The Lord, in the presence of the 
other apostles, commissions Peter to feed 
His sheep and lambs. 

It ill becomes any of us to boast of 
a superior love to Christ, yet we can, in 
the Spirit’s power, say with Peter and 
the poet: 

My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art 

For "Thee all the follies of sin I resign; 

My — Redeemer, my Saviour art 

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 

—A. J. Gordon. 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the wonder event of the 

ages is the resurrection of our Lord 
from death and the sealed tomb. Down 
through nineteen centuries this marvel- 
ous thing has excited the awe and won- 
der of all classes of people, most of them 
doubting if it could be true; causing 
endless discussion and debates. Not- 
withstanding, it is one of the most defi- 
nitely confirmed truths in all the Scrip- 
tures. 

Luke, in the first three verses in the 
Book of Acts, says: “The former treatise 
have I made, O Theophilus, of all that 
Jesus began to do and teach, until the 
day in which he was taken up, after 
that he through the Holy Ghost had 
given commandments unto the apostles 
whom he had chosen: to whom also he 
shewed himself alive after his passion 
by many infallible proofs, being seen 
of them forty days, and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God.” 

The disciples were, astounded by the 
Resurrection, although Jesus had plainly 
told them on several occasions that He 
would rise on the third day. They ran 
in great excitement to the tomb when 
the women brought word that the Lord 
was not there; that He had risen. Even 
then they might have thought His body 
had been stolen. If they had expected 


Him really to rise from the dead, they 
doubtless would have camped right there 
by the tomb until “the first day of the 
week.” 


23 "THE SUNDAY SCHOOL’ TIMES 


It was a great surprise to them when 
Jesus suddenly appeared to them in the 
upper chamber where they were huddled 
together “for fear of the Jews” in a 
closed room. And Jesus “upbraided 
them with their unbelief and hardness 
of heart, because they believed not them 
which had seen him after he was risen” 
(Mark 16:14). “O fools, and slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken,” He said to the two dis- 
ciples on the way to Emmaus (Luke 
24: 25). 


Thomas, who was not present when 
Jesus appeared to the Eleven, refused 
to believe when they told him. No, he 
said to them, “Except I shall see in his 
hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the print of the nails, and 
thrust my hand into his side, I will not 
believe.” 

Then Jesus suddenly appeared again. 
It was a dramatic moment. Can’t you 
see the astonishment upon the face of 
Thomas? And oh, how patient Jesus 
was with him! “Then said he to Thomas, 
Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and 
thrust it into my side: and be not faith- 
less, but believing. And Thomas an- 
swered and said unto him, My Lord and 
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my God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, 
because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed: blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed.” 

Fellows, you cannot see now with your 
physical eyes the nailprints in your Sav- 
iour’s hands (I wonder if the nailprints 
will show in Heaven!), but the Holy 
Spirit visualizes them to you clearly; 
and ds you look upon them, remember 
those nails were driven through His 
hands for you. Your sins were nailed 
to the cross, because He loves you. When 
you realize that, you will love Him, too. 

There was a lovely girl whose:life was 
spent in helping unfortunate people. 


She never seemed to tire in her minis-. 


tries, no matter how long the day nor 
how late the night. Wherever she went, 
she was like a ray of sunshine. On a 
slender gold chain around her neck was 
suspended a locket which contained a 
secret. No one ever knew what it was 
until she suffered a fatal accident. Then 
the locket was opened, and out fell a 
slip of paper on which she had writ- 
ten, “Whom having not seen, I love.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
ve 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E LEFT our chart partly made last 

Sunday. Who can put the seven 
“I am’s” in the right place?. Try it, 
Betty. Just right. So far we have put 
only six witnesses on our chart. Try 
putting them up in order, Mabel. Good, 
and you may add Thomas, for we are 
going to see today that he also. was a 
witness. Now for the chapter emblems. 
We'll give each of you a few and you 
may put them up in order as fast as you 
can. We have put up the first fourteen 
before. Now we need A Grape Vine 
(for chap. 15), A Dove (for chap. 16), 
Christ Praying (for chap. 17), Christ's 
Arrest (for chap. 18), and The Cross 
(for chap. 19). Today we are going to 
have chapters 20 and 21, so we will add 
the angel by Christ’s empty tomb for 
chapter 20, and the sign, “Lovest thou 
Me?” for chapter 21. Then we can look 
at the completed chart while we study 
our lesson. 

Let us read the last two verses of 
John 19. We have been singing, “One 
day the grave could conceal Him no 
longer.” Aren’t you glad that is true? 
Today we will watch four people who 
loved the Lord, as they learned of His 
resurrection. Read John 20:1, 2. Mary 
Magdalene was perhaps the first to dis- 
cover that Christ’s tomb was empty. She 
had set out from the city with two other 
women that Sunday morning ‘“when it 
was yet dark.” She really loved the 
Lord, didn’t she? Some of us found it 
hard to get to the sunrise service, but 
she must have risen much earlier that 
first Easter morning. What, in verse 2, 
shows her distress that she could not 
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find and give honors to her Saviour’s. 
body? (She ran to Peter and John, ex- 
claiming, “They have taken away the 
Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know 
not where they have laid him.”) What 
was the effect on Peter and John? 
(They ran to see if it was true.) Yes, 
they also cared. John, able to run faster 
than Peter, got there first, and looked 
in. What did he see? (The linen clothes 
which had been wrapped around the 
body of Jesus.) ~When Peter came, he 
went inside the tomb and saw something 
more. What was it? (The napkin which 
had been about the head of Jesus, “wrap- 
ped together in a place by itself.”) Read 
verses 8, 9, 10. Verse 8 says that Peter 
and John “believed,” but it does not 
mean that they believed that Christ was 
risen, for they did not yet realize that, 
but they did believe Mary’s report that 
His body was gone and His tomb was 
empty. Then they went back home. 
Why did they do that? If they had lin- 
gered, they might have seen more. Per- 
haps they were hungry for breakfast. 
We don’t know, but they missed a bless- 
ing that morning by hurrying away. 
Do you suppose that we sometimes miss 
a blessing by being in too much of a 
hurry? 

Mary Magdalene had hastened back 
after running to tell Peter and John of 
the empty tomb. She could not run as 
fast as they did, but she could not go 
to her home. She may have been both 
hungry and tired, but still she could not 
leave the sepulcher. Though not under- 
standing that Jesus would rise, she had 
a deep love for Him that overshadowed 
her physical needs. 

Read verses 11 to 13. She saw the 
angels, and they spoke to her, “Woman, 
why weepest thou?” It was a time for 
joy, not for tears Christ had _ risen! 
The angels knew fhis, but Mary did not 
yet understand. She was so taken up 
with the thought of the Lord that she 
did not seem to be afraid of the angels. 

Then Jesus Himself came and called 
her by name, changing her sorrow into 
great joy. He sent her back to tell His 
disciples the glorious message of His 
resurrection. 

That same evening, when the eleven 
disciples were gathered together, Jesus 
Himself came near and spoke to them. 
I wonder how many of you are coming 
to the meeting here this evening. Thomas 
did not go that first Easter night, so he 
missed the blessing of seeing the risen 
Lord. Because of his absence he spent 
a whole week more in sorrow, not be- 
lieving that Jesus was alive. 

Now read verses 24 to 29. Thomas 
came the following Sunday evening and 
found not only that Jesus was living, 
but that He knew of Thomas's refusal 
to believe till he could see the nail- 
prints, and thrust his hand into His side. 
What did that prove about Jesus? (That 
He was God.) Yes, Thomas doubted no 
more, but became another . witness, so 
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that is why we add his name to the 
chart. What did Jesus say in verse 29? 
Who are some of the blessed ones who 
have not seen, and yet have believed? 
(We are!) Praise His name! 

The third time Jesus showed Himself 
to His disciples was in Galilee, where 
He had promised to meet them. Peter 
got there, but not seeing the Lord, an- 
nounced, “I go a fishing.” And six others 
went fishing with him. That night they 
caught nothing. Early the next morn- 
ing Jesus called to them from the shore, 
telling them the fish were at their right 
side. At once Peter knew it was the 
Lord and, plunging into the cold lake, 
swam to shore to reach Him more 
quickly. This shows his love for Jesus, 
for he had already been forgiven for his 
three denials when the Lord saw him 
alone (Luke 24:34). Instead of reproach- 
ing His disciples that they had gone 
fishing instead of waiting for Him, Jesus 
had a fire of coals and fish and bread 
ready for them. 

After the meal, Jesus said to Peter 
three times over, “Lovest thou me?” 
Peter was grieved that the Lord asked 
him three times, for it reminded him 
that after professing to love the Lord 
enough to die for Him he had denied 
Him three times. He felt that the evi- 
dence of his love for his Saviour had 
been very poor. The Lord did not want 
Peter to stay grieved, so He gave him 
work to do to show his love. What was 
it? (First he told him “Feed my lambs.” 
Then He said, “Feed my sheep.”) Peter 
did these things faithfully, as you can 
tell by reading both the Book of Acts 
and his two Epistles. The rest of Peter’s 
life proved his love for the Lord beyond 
the shadow of a doubt. , 

What about our lives? If we look 
back over them we must feel sorry and 
ashamed that we have shown so little 
love to Him who loved us and gave Him- 
self for us. Should we not on this 
Easter Sunday resolve that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, we will show our 
love to our living Lord, by greater obe- 
dience and more loving service to Him? 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Lives (John 20:1, 11-16, 19) 


Ww do we have Easter? So many 
boys and girls do not know! But 
you do! Then this week will you find 
someone who does not know about it, 
and tell him or her? This week you 
will read the last stories John wrote us 
about the Lord Jesus (chaps. 20 and 21). 
Why did he write them? (John 20:31, 
key verse.) Suppose Christ had died 
for~our sins, and the story had ended 
there with a dead Jesus. It would be 
sad. We would not know whether He 
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had done enough to pay for our sins or 
not. We would not be sure He had 
plenty of life for Himself and us, too, to 
go to Heaven. But He came to life 
again! He proved He was Christ, the 
Son of God. And what has He prom- 
ised us? Eternal life! 

We have learned seven verses about 
life, from our Golden Texts and Mem- 
ory Verses. Let us see if we can re- 
member them. Print ETERNAL in large 
letters vertically about the middle of the 
blackboard. Using each letter in turn, 
add the phrase suggestive of the verse. 
After the verse is given, add the refer- 
ence with a different color of chalk, Or 
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you may give the reference first and add 
the phrase afterward. 


John 3:16 E veriasting Life 
John 10:10 T he abundant Life 
Life E ternal John 12:25 
John 11:25, 26 R esurrection and Life 
Life through His N ame John 20:31 


John 6:35 Am bread of Life 
John 8:12 L ight of Life 

Our new Memory Verse tells us a 
wonderful thing about the Lord, and the 
Golden Text tells a wonderful thing 
about us. “The Lord is risen indeed” 
(Luke 24:34, Memory Verse). “Blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed” (John 20:29, Golden 
Text). For memory work award make 
an empty tomb from gray paper. I draw 
just an arching curve for the outline of 
the tomb, a rectangle for the entrance, 
and an oval overlapping the edge of the 
rectangle for the rolled-hack stone. The 
entrance area may be shaded darker 
with pencil. 

As this lesson is the glorious sequel 
of the preceding lesson, I would con- 
tinue the narrative form of presentation. 
Pick up the story where it was left last 
week—Christ dead on the cross for our 
sins—beginning at John 19:38, and go on 
through chapter 20. Picture in words 
the rich Joseph, secret believer, now 
openly taking loving care of the poor 
dead body which had died in his place 
for sin, placing it in his own grave, 
as we know from Matthew 27:60. Im- 
agine Nicodemus, as he brings his rich 
gift of spices, thinking back to that night 
visit when the Lord told him about His 
being put up, like the brass snake on a 
pole, to cure the world’s snake bite of 
sin and bring new life to those who 
looked and believed. 

Tell of the weeping Mary, who thought 
she had lost the Lord’s dead body; of 
Peter and John, who believed by seeing 
the clothes left behind; of Mary, the very 
first to see the risen Saviour, who was 
told to go tell; of the ten who saw Him 
that evening and were told to tell others 
that their sins, too, might be forgiven; 
of Thomas, who would not believe by 
hearing about it, but had to see for 
himself; of us who do not yet have 
Thomas’ chance to seé, but do have the 
Lord’s good word of promise. 

John’s Letter promises us that we shall 
see, too, some day (1 John 3:2)—maybe 
it will be soon. That was John’s prayer, 
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20), 


Orono, MAINE. 
v4 
For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 
OU would have expected that on 


Easter Sunday, with all of its ex- . 


citement, John—who loves to talk— 
would have been especially talkative. 
But, amazingly enough, he was very 
quiet. As a matter of fact, he had sat 
almost the whole way through dinner 
without having said any more than, “Yes, 
please,” “No, thank you,” and, “May I 
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have more potatoes, please?” For a boy, 

no bigger than you, this was most un- 

usual, 

Finally, just before Daddy excused 
the children from the table, John said, 
“You know, I’ve listened to the Easter 
lesson in Sunday school ever since I was 
very little. But today I learned some- 
thing brand new. May I tell the whole 
story, Mother?” 

John always loved to tell the wonder- 
ful Bible stories, and his family always 
enjoyed hearing him tell them. So 
Mother quickly agreed. 

“It was very dark, the Bible says, -on 
the first day of the week (that’s the day 
we call Sunday),” John began. “Mary 
Magdalene had gone to the tomb of the 
Lord Jesus. In those days the people 
used to take spices to put on the bodies 
of dead people. But when she got to 
the tomb, the big stone had been rolled 
away. There had been an earthquake 
(Matt. 28:2), and an angel had come 
down from Heaven and rolled back the 
stone from the door. 

“So when Mary saw that the tomb was 
empty, she was sure that someone must 
have stolen the body of the Lord Jesus 
(John 20:2), You can imagine how sad she 
was, Mother. She just cried and cried.” 
John’s younger brothers and sister were 
listening, oh, so quietly. They loved the 
Bible stories the way John told them. 

“Then, while Mary was crying, she 
stooped down and peeped into the tomb. 
And guess what she saw! There were 
two bright and shining angels dressed 
in sparkling white. They were so 
bright that they made the inside-of that 
black, dark cave look like sunlight glis- 
tening on the ocean.” (John lives near 
the seashore.and many, many times, even 
when he was very, very young, he had 
seen the blinding sunshine reflected like 
millions of diamonds on miles of water.) 

“The angels—God’s very own messen- 

gers—spoke to Mary. ‘Woman,’ they 
said, ‘why are you weeping?’ They were 
very kind to her. They must have felt 
very sorry for her. She answered them, 
‘They have taken away my Lord, and 
I do not know where they have put Him’ 
(v. 13, Williams’ Translation). 

“Then Mary turned around. And 
guess who was standing there! She did 
not recognize Him. She supposed it was 
the gardener who cared for the garden 
where the tomb was. That is why she 

said to Him, ‘If it was you, sir, who car- 
ried Him away, tell me where you put 
Him, and I will remove Him.’ 

“He said to her, ‘Mary!’ And then, for 
the first time, she realized that she was 
talking to the dear Lord Jesus. And 
He was alive! He was outside the tomb! 
He had promised that He would rise 
again from the dead (John 2:19-22; Matt. 
16:21; 17:22, 23; 20:17-19). But even His 
disciples had not understood what He 
had told them. 

“Always remember this, Marilyn.” 
John addressed his even smaller sister. 
“The Lord Jesus now had a brand new 
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body. It was His resurrection body. And 
the stone didn’t have to be rolled away 
from the tomb to let the: Lord Jesus out 
of it. Somehow or other, we can’t un- 
derstand how, He could go in and out 
without using doors (John 20:19). His 
resurrection body was something very 
wonderful. But the reason the stone 
had been rolled away, was so that Mary 
and the other women and some of the 
disciples and others could look in and 
see that He was no longer dead. God’s 
Son couldn’t stay dead! And God wanted 
everyone everywhere to know that. 
That’s why He had rolled the stone 
away.” John was so lost in his story, 
that now he was standing up to finish it. 

“But—and this is the brand new part 
of the story that I learned today—the 
Lord Jesus told Mary to go tell others 
that He was alive (Matt. 28:7; Mark 16: 
7; John 20:21). And now I, too, want 
to obey the Lord Jesus’ command and 
tell everybody everywhere that God’s 
Son, the Saviour, is risen.” 

Even though John is now all grown 
up, he still feels the way he did that 
Easter Day. That is why he is away at 
school studying to be a missionary. 

LANCASTER, PA. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Through the Mouth of Babes.—Blessed 

are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed (John 20:29, Golden 
Text). A little girl asked her father, 
“Papa, do you love Jesus?” He replied, 
“How can I love someone whom I have 
never seen?” The daughter was silent 
a moment, then asked, “Papa, how old 
was I when Mother died?” “Only six 
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months, my child.” “Then I can’t say 
that I ever saw her, for I don’t remem- 
ber her at all. But you have always 
tried to make me love her by telling me 
how good and kind she was, and I do 
love her, although I have never seen 
her that I can remember.” By this time 
the tears were running down the father’s 
cheeks, and he said: “God has spoken 
to me through you, my dear. You must 
pray for me that I may truly love the 
Lord Jesus for what He is, and for what 
He has done for me.”—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 
Prize illustration. 


Trying To Contain the Infinite.—E-x- 
cept I shall see ...I will not believe 
(John 20:25). Augustine, that great 
saint of God, . . . was once walking 
upon the shore of the ocean, while he 
was greatly perplexed about the doc- 
trine of the Trinity... . As he meditated, 
he observed a little boy with a sea shell, 
running to the water, filling his shell, 
and then pouring it into a hole which 
he had made in the sand. “What are 
you doing, my little man?” asked Au- 
gustine. “Oh,” replied the boy, “I am 
trying to put the ocean in this hole.” 
Augustine had learned his lesson, and 
as he passed on he said, “That is what 
I am trying to do; I see it now. Stand- 
ing on the shores of time I am trying 
to get into this little finite mind things 
which are infinite.” Let us be content 
to let God kriow some things which we 
cannot know.—From Moody Church 
News. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


Locked Doors.—Then came Jesus, the 
doors being shut (John 20:26). When 
the disciples locked the doors, Christ 
knew He was sure of a welcome. He 
could not get their ear on account of 
the din and confusion that came through 
the open doors. Closing the door to the 
world is opening the door to the Master. 
He is always passing by those doors that 
are wide open to all the frivolity and 
vanity of men; but wherever He finds 
the door shut to these things, He comes. 
Do not be afraid of shutting the door; 
it is the best invitation for the Master 
to enter—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Faith’s Expulisive Power.—Be 
faithless, but believing (John 20:27). 


Faith came singing into my room, 
And other guests took flight; 

Fear and Anxiety, Grief and Gloom 
Sped out into the night; 

I wondered that such peace could be, 

But Faith said gently, “Don’t you see? 

They really cannot live with me.” 


—From Elizabeth Cheney. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 

Taking Care of the Lambs.—He saith 
unto him, Feed my lambs (John 21:15). 
A farmer was walking over his farm 
with a friend, exhibiting his crops, herds 
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Books That Help Today 


The Book of Daniel 
By W. C. Stevens 


A beloved dean of several 
Bible Institutes 


A restudy of Daniel will 
help understand the repa- 
triation of Israel and the 
aggressive program of 
Russia. It. is a beacon 
light showing Gentile Times near an end. 
Dr. James M. Gray highly recommended this 
book. Students of prophecy in schools and 
church use it. 224 pages, cloth, $2.00 


Resurrection Realities 
By Dr. M. Tenney 
For Easter meditation or sermon. 


Sowers Gospel of John 


By I. G. Hoff. Soul-winning agencies use it. 
7 cents each, $42 per thousand. Send for free 








Cloth, $1.25 
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of cattle, and flocks of sheep. His friend 
was greatly impressed and highly 
pleased, especially with the splendid 
Sheep. He had seen the same breed fre- 
quently before, but never had seen such 
fine specimens. With great earnestness 
he asked how he had succeeded in rear- 
ing such fine flocks. His simple answer 
was, “I take care of my lambs.”—From 
Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, 
Pa. 


Not Pleasant, but Joyous.—He saith 
unto him the third time, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was 
grieved because he said unto him the 
third time, Lovest thou me? And he 
said unto him, Lord, thou knowest. all 
things; thou knowest that I love thee. 
Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep 
(John 21:47). A missionary in South 
Africa writes, “I have dwelt for years 
alone in Africa. I have been thirty 
times stricken with fever. I have been 
attacked by lions, and have been am- 
bushed by natives. I would gladly go 
through the same experiences again for 
the joy of teaching these people to love 
the Saviour who gave His life a ransom 
for them.” Thank God for men of that 
caliber! Another missionary, on being 
asked whether he liked his work, said, 
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“No, my wife and I do not like crawling 
into vile huts through goats’ refuse, We 
don’t like being associated with. ignorant, 
filthy, brutish people, but we have our 
orders to go, and we go.” Such a love as 
this is Calvary-born.—From the King’s 
Business. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


No Longer Work.—And he said unto 
him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest that I love thee (John 21:17). 
Two girls worked in a textile factory 
in New England. Their ways parted for 
some time. For months Mary was away 
and had no contact with Maggie. When 
Mary finally returned, she greeted Mag- 
gie with the question, “Are you still 
working out at the same old place?” “I’m 
not working at all,” burst out Maggie, 
“I’m married.” Perhaps she was busier 


-than ever she was at the factory, but 


working was now her delight. Of weari- 
ness and toil Maggie was all unconscious 
—it was for-him. ‘When service for 
Christ seem® wearisome, let me ask my- 
self, Where is my “first love” for Him? 
—From Prairie Overcomer. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N.Y. 


This Week’s Questiohs Answered 


(The questions are on page 282) 

1. As basic, so that without it the whole 
structure would fall (1 Cor. 15:12-20). 

‘2. By delaying His return to Glory for 
forty days in order to give “many infal- 
lible proofs” to His disciples. 

3. Mary Magdalene (20: 11-17), Thomas 
(vs. 26-29), and Peter (21:15-19). 

4. When he challenged the other dis- 
ciples to accompany Jesus to Judea and 
death (11:16), and when he challenged 
Jesus’ statement about their knowing 
the way He was going (14:5). 

5. There was no expectancy or any 
other mental attitude ‘in the disciples 
that would make them fit subjects for 
hallucination. 

6. Sight and touch (20:25). 

7. We are not told. While invited to 
do so, it would have been almost sacri- 
lege, unless indeed Jesus made it a posi- 
tive command, 

8. Apart from direct leading of the 
Holy Spirit, he probably did not wish 
to close his story with his friend Peter 
in the shadows. The rumor about him- 
self also (21:23) may have been another 
reason. 

9. As the disciple whom Jesus loved 
(13: 23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20). 

10. It made complete Peter’s repudia- 
tion of his threefold denial of Christ, 
and emphasized his recommissioning. 

EL_mMuurst, ILL. 

4 


_ Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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Alaska in the News 


(Continued from page 279) 


cotin, and will spend ten days on the 
beautiful Inside Passage, making the 
round trip from Vancouver to Skagway, 
Alaska, and back. The steamer makes 
frequent stops at the picturesque towns 
of southeastern Alaska, an@ the travelers 
have time to go shopping, and visit 
museums, old churches, and missions of 
several denominations. They will also 
see glaciers, icebergs, and many unfor- 
gettable scenes which they will wish to 
photograph. 

An illustrated booklet, giving full in- 
formation about the Tour, may be had 
free upon request addressed to the Edi- 
tor, The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 138th St., Philadelphia 5. The 
Editor will accompany ‘the Tour. 
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Is the Soul Immortal? 
(Continued from second page) 








which after death begins to decompose. 

(2) There is a spiritual death of which 
the Bible speaks in several places, nota- 
bly in the following passages: Matthew 
8:22; John 5:25; Ephesians 2:1; 1 Tim- 
othy 5:6. It is thus clear that Ezekiel 
18:4 refers, not to physical death—since 
this is a question of the soul—but to 
spiritual death, the only form of death 
which the soul is capable of undergoing, 
This death is obviously not non-exist- 
ence, but spiritual separation between 
man and his Creator. 

(3) The third kind of death which is 
set forth in the Bible is, in substance, 
only the final and permanent stage of 
spiritual death, accompanied by eternal 
punishment. The Bible calls this “the 
second death,” “the lake of fire” (Rev. 
20: 10-15). 

Some think that “the lake of_ fire” 
means the cessation of existence for 
those who are thrown into it. But we 
must notice that.the Antichrist, called 
“The Beast,” and the false prophet are 
thrown into this lake of fire at the be- 
ginning of Christ’s millennial reign 
(Rev. 19:20). These two men are to be 
found still living. in this lake of fire one 
thousand years later, when Satan is 
thrown into it in his turn (Rev. 20:10). 

Besides, Revelation 14:11 speaks very 
clearly of an eternity of suffering for lost 
souls, 


IlI.—Conclusion 

The human soul and spirit have, then, 
an endless existence. 

We prefer not to say that the soul is 
“immortal,” since this word is applied, 
in the Bible, to the body which, itself, 
comes into the world as a mortal body 
and does not become immortal until 
after the first resurrection, which is that 
of those who are saved (1 Cor. 15:51-54). 

It is true that we read in 1 Timothy 
1:17 that God is “immortal.” But the 
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HELP WIN 19 MILLION 


While our Bible memorizing 300,000 boys. 
and girls, Fee nonaies oe elie a Cae 
Help expand this ministry. 

$10 will send a child who hes memorised 300 Bible vesses 
to Bible camp for a week of exp 

Write today for fo er. 

CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 


1628-T AUBURNDALE HWY., LAKELAND, FLORIDA 


A VACATION CENTER wio vove GOD'S WORD 


Famous for Satisfying Program of Spiritual 
Riches, Musical Highlights and Recreational Joys 
4 NEW FEATURES 
(1) Enlarged Children’s Program with Special Family Rates (2) Unique 
emphasis on Fellowship with Local Church Leaders at Sunday After- 
noon Services (3) Conventions of Organizations holding Separate 
Sessions but Sharing in Conference Pr m (4) Camp Facilities in 
Tibet Lodge (accommodates 50) for Y. P. and other Groups at 
Special “‘Camp” Rates. 
Asin former years—Art School during July, Music School in August. 
Don’t miss Maranatha—you miss TOO MUCH! Investigate. 
Write for Complete Folder TODAY. 
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ARANATHA 
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TODAY, more than ever before 
JEWS RESPOND TO THE 
MESSAGE 

TO ISRAEL 


Jewish people are hearing the 
gospel and finding salvation 
through . . 


@ ovr rodio broadcast over more than 50 stations, including 
3 short-wave stotions with world-wide coverage 

@ our quorterly publication, Message to Israel 

@ our “Spiritual Window Shopping Center” in the Bronx 

@ ovr personel calls in Jewish homes 























@ our moll contacts and Prophecy Edition New Testaments Send for your 
We solicit your prayerful interest —that as ey td 
Jews may be reached and won for Christ. TO ISRAEL. 











for a more successful 
Vacation Bible School 


DIRECTORS, TEACHERS, and 
WORKERS! Write today for 
Standard’s big FREE 24-page 
PLANBOOK. Packed full of 
helpful information regarding 
the organization and problems of a vacation school. 
Also highlighted is a brand-new Uniform course for ‘54 
and a well-received 3-year Graded series. 








Name... ssccccceseceee 
Address. .ccccccsecesces 


There Is No Obligation, Simply Send Name and Address 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO., 20 E. Central Pkwy., Cincinnati 10, Ohio 





294 (22) * : THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Famous FLANNEL AID 


) for Bigger Better D.V.B.S. 


This can be your banner year! Investigate Higley’s Flannel Aid 
lesson material NOW. Fascinating, effective, economical. Com- 
plete for all departments, Beginner through Intermediate. Chil- 

love their work books. Teacher’s manual practical, inspiring. 


Higley’s Is Complete — Nothing Else Needed 
Easy to use, saves time, true to the Bible. Embodies latest 
teaching techniques. The most for your money! Lessons 
cover a cycle of three years. Flannel Board material is 
already colored and flannelized on the back . . . just cut 
out and use. Children everywhere delighted, teachers en- 
thusiastic. Write today. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, 110-118 & Oak St, Dept. Fs. Butler, Ind. 












An Open Prayer Letter 
to All Friends of Israel! 


Dear Friends: 
Greetings and Shalom (peace) in the Name of the Sar Shalom (Prince of Peace). 


As we approach Easter —the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ, our thoughts 
turn toward the empty tomb and the risen and glorified Christ. Easter, or rather 
Pascha, fills the Christian heart with triumphant joy because “He is risen,” because 
He hath conquered death, and sits at the right hand of God the Father, from whence 
He will come “to judge the quick and the dead.” 


The Christian’s immediate interest is to heed the glorified Christ’s command to go 
and preach His Gospel, strengthened and encouraged by the promise, “And lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Our hearts are filled with 
praise to Jesus our Saviour for the consciousness of His nearness and presence in 
our daily task of proclaiming His Gospél to His brethren according to the flesh, the 
Jews. rs is not a hopeless but a triumphant and hopeful task that some day 
soon they shall see Him “whom they have pierced,” and shall acknowledge and 
welcome Jesus the Messiah with the salutation, “Blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” 


After visiting Israel and mingling mostly among Jews there for over four weeks, 
and talking to hundreds of them, it is my studied opinion that they are at the pres- 
ent, to a greater extent than ever before, ready to listen and to believe the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus the Messiah. The ministry of love and Christian service that we at 
the Scott,Mission carry on is making inroads and impressions upon’ the Jewish 
people whom we reach in ever-increasing numbers at home and abroad. Surely 
— is the time to sow the seed, so that in due season, we may reap an abundant 
arvest. 


The impression I took away from Israel is “Now or Never.” It is now that an un- 
precedented opportunity is afforded to us to evangelize the Jewish people, and we 
must take advantage of this, or be held secbeutiale for neglect. I believe that God 
sent me to survey the land and report to you the open doors and anxious hearts. 
We must act now, and above all be much in prayer that God may bless the testi- 
mony of missionaries and stir the hearts of Christian people to greater sacrifice and 
zeal to bring the Jewish people to a saving and redeeming knowledge of Jesus Christ. 


At home during the past winter we fed an average of over 400 men daily. Evan- 
—— services for men, Bible classes. for women, Sunday school and Sunshine 

rner for children are conducted every week, attended by both Jewish parents 
and their children. In Israel and abroad the fields are white unto harvest. Let us 
go forth in His power, assured of the good news that Christ is alive, and the prom- 
ise, “Lo, I am with$you alway.” 


Yours in His service, 
M. Zeidman 


P. S.—If you are led of the S to give an Easter offering to this outstgnding 
Christian witness to the at aiowe make check payable to: 


THE - Ve a INC 
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correct translation of the Greek word is 
“incorruptible.” i 

First Timothy 6:15, 16 declares that 
God alone possesses immortality; but it 
is not said that He is immortal, since He 
exists by Himself, being uncreated, and 
existing always in the past as in the 
future. The gact that He possesses im- 
mortality shows that He alone can give 
it. He gave it first of all to the body 
of His risen Son ad He will give it to 
all believers at the time of the return 
of our Saviour (Phil. 3:20, 21). 

Dear reader, is your soul saved? It 
can be, if you put all your confidence 
in Jesus Christ, who died for your sins 
(1 Pet. 1:9). 

ve 


Children 1 at Home 


Believing Is Seeing 
Founded on fact 
By Sarah E. Loucks 


“Blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed” (John 20:29). 


ROUCHING among the tall, empty 

tea baskets, stacked high in the 
courtyard of a hillside tea plantation of 
South India, twelve-year-old Yohan, the 
orphan son of former tea coolies, trem- 
bled with fear in the gathering darkness 
of a wild monsoon day. Above the howl- 
ing wind, he heard angry voices of his 
fellow tea pickers raised against him’ 


“Yohan’s father was a Hindu like us. 
And, like us,” one of the men indig- 
nantly declared, “he hated that Allen 
Doctor Sahib with his tales of a new 
God. But, though we’ve warned that 
foreign devil to keep away from here, 
he pays us no heed.” 

“Yes,” growled another, “and Yohan 
is just as stubborn, minding not our 
threats against his listening to those 
Jesus stories. It’s time we put him for- 
ever out of the way.” 

“But,” came a thoughtful voice, “why 
so hasty? The boy has never claimed 
this foreign God as his own.” 

“True. But who knows what’s in his 
traitorous heart? Away with him! This 
very night let us—” ” 

On a sudden came a deafening clap of 
thunder drowning the evil voice. Yohan 
had no need, however, to hear more. 
Full well he knew the merciless treat- 
ment received by those who turn from 
the Hindu gods to the only true God. 

“Had I better give myself up, and 
deny I have any interest in the Jesus 
way?” he asked himself in alarm. Ah, 
poor doubting Yohan who believed God 
only in his head, just as the devils be- 
lieve, and tremble (Jas. 2:19), but not 
in his heart as all God’s children be- 
lieve Him! 

“It’s easy,” he thought, “for idol wor- 
shipers to believe in their gods, because 
they can see images of them everywhere. 
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But,” he hopelessly questioned, “how can 
I believe in a God I cannot see?” 
Desperately he tried to think of a way 
of escape from his enemies. Then, sud- 
denly remembering Dr. Allen, his mis- 
sionary friend in the foothills, his despair 
turned to hope as instantly he resolved 
to flee for refuge to him. Elated at the 
thought of his expected safety, hastily 


he started to steal from his hiding place. , 


But, alas! in his excitement, he stumbled 
against a stack of the tea baskets, and 
down he and the baskets rolled into the 
courtyard and the very midst of his 
enemies. 

One of the men grabbed him. “You 
dog of a Christian!” he yelled. “You de- 
serter of our Hindu gods!” 

“Hang the vile pariah! Kill him be- 
fore our vengeful gods pour out their 
wrath on us for letting him live!” 

“Yes! Here’s a rope! String him—” 

The voice broke off in terror. Fear 
shone in every face. From the loftier 
hills there sounded a dull, rumbling 
roar. And, with startling swiftness, tons 
of great rocks, loosened by the recent 
monsoon rains, came crashing’ down- 
ward. Beneath their feet, the men felt 
the rain-saturated earth heave and trem- 
ble. Then, down the steep hillside, the 
plantation went hurtling. And, along 
with it, storehouses, huts, thousands of 
tea plants, stunned coolies—all, all— 
went plunging to the foothills far below. 

“A landslide!” Yohan heard a man 
shriek. Then he knew no more till early 
the next morning, when a rescue party 
found him lying helpless among the 
tangled remains of the plantation. It 
was Dr. Allen who roused him. 

“Yohan,” he said, “here are your 
friends.” 

“Sahib,” Yohan weakly whispered. 

“You are injured. You must let us 
take you to our hospital.” 

“My eyes,” moaned Yohan. “They 
hurt. I can’t see.” 

At the hospital Dr. Allen tried hard 
to restore sight to the boy’s blinded 
eyes. And, just as faithfully, he sought 
to lead him out of his spiritual darkness 
to a saving faith in Jesus Christ, the 
Light of the world. As proof of the 
Saving power of Jesus, which Yohan so 
sadly doubted, the doctor often read to him 
Bible accounts of the marvelous miracles 
wrought by the Lord—His curing the lame, 
the blind, and the lepers, and raising the 
dead to life; and, most glorious of all, 
His giving eternal, spiritual life to all 
those who, waiting not to see, simply 
believed His Word. 

But, unconvinced, Yohan still insisted 
that he must see before he would be- 
lieve. 

“Why, my boy,” his friend urged, 
“don’t you understand? God’s own Word 
declares, ‘These [signs] are written, that 
ye might believe . . . and that believing 
ye might have life through his [Jesus’] 
name’” (John 20:31). 
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All you need to know about 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


The most complete book 
on how to organize, 
publicize and operate 

a Vacation Bible School. 


Search the libraries, prowl 
through the book stores, rum- 
mage into every nook and 
corner—and we challenge you 
to find anywhere a more valu- 
able book on Vacation Bible 
School than this . . . It’s 
crammed with all the informa- - 
tion you need to know about 
Vacation Bible School .. . 
solid, down to earth how-to- 
do-it information on running 
a Vacation Bible School — 
from the opening publicity 
gun to the closing demonstra- 
tion program, 


Here are the contents 
of this amazing book 
on VBS—beautifully illustrated 
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Yohan, however, remained as one who 
is not only blind, but deaf as well. 

“Ah, Yohan, Yohan,” the doctor en- 
treated, “don’t be like Thomas whom 
the Lord rebuked because, when he was 
told of the resurrection of Jesus, he de- 
clared, ‘Except I shall see in his hands 
the print of the nails, .. . I will not be- 
lieve’ (John 20:25). But carefully con- 
sider Christ’s reply, ‘Because thou hast 
seen me, thou hast believed: blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed’” (John 20:29). 

Without answering, Yohan abruptly 
turned away. 

As the days passed, it seemed less and 
less hopeful that Yohan’s sight could be 
restored. Then one morning Dr. Allen 
received surprising news which sent him 
straightway to his patient. 

“My boy,” he said, “a noted eye spe- 
cialist from America is visiting here in 
South India. He has restored sight to 
many blind people whom other doctors 
have failed to cure. If you would like 
me to, I'll ask him to come to our Sta- 
tion and examine your eyes. Shall I 
ask him to do this?” 

“Yes! Yes, do!” Yohan eagerly replied. 

The great surgeon graciously re- 
sponded to this call for help. And, after 
making the examination, he told Yohan 
he believed an operation would restore 
his sight. “And I’ll go ahead and oper- 
ate, if you will trust yourself to me,” he 
promised. “How about it? Are you 
willing to trust me?” 

“Of course I am, Doctor Sahib,” Yohan 
declared. 

The operation was over, and promptly 
Dr. Allen went to Yohan with the glad 
news that it was successful, and his 
sight would soon be restored. 

“Oh, ‘Allen Doctor Sahib,” Yohan cried, 
“never can I speak the thanks of my 
heart to’ you for telling me about this 
wonderful surgeon, and for all he has 
done for me.” 

Earnestly then the missionary replied, 
“Yohan, because you believed my word, 
and trusted the surgeon, whom you have 
never seen, you can now see. And, my 
boy, I urgently beg that, just as you 
simply believed and trusted us, you will 
simply believe the Word of Almighty 
God, and trust His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, even though you have never 
seen Him. Will you do this—right now, 
with no more delay?” 

Like the swift dawning of a brilliant 
Oriental morning, a radiant, inner light 
suddenly shone in Yohan’s eyes. His 
voice thrilled with absolute assurance 
as he cried, “Now, now I understand— 
God’s way is, first believe and then you 
will see; not as I thought, first see 
and then believe. And now, right now 
I give up my way, and gladly, so gladly 
I accept His way! And oh, Sahib, may 
He use me to help others accept the 
blessing that comes from obediently be- 
lieving without seeing!” 

Newank, N. J. 
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Don’t Be Afraid — 
Reach Out and 


Touch a Leper! 





“From a distance we could see the 
lepers anxiously waiting for us at 
the pier. Their of ‘Welcome, 
welcome!’ sounded like thunder. Dur- 
ing our visit we were deeply touched 
when a bitter enemy of the Gospel 
begged us to forgive him. He asked 
for a Bible, and said he, too, wanted 
to follow Christ. (There are more 
lepers in Greece than in any other 
European country.) 


“Later we entered a very dark base- 
ment—just a hole hewn into the 
rock—and met a man who was skin 
and bones. His fingers and toes were 
eaten away by leprosy; he had no 
ears or nose. Yet he could greet us 
with a smile! On his lap was an 
open Bible from which he read Psalm 

6, ‘Thou hast laid me in the lowest 

it, in darkness, in the deeps.’ 

till smiling he said, ‘Although this 
is my plight, I have the light of 
Christ’s Gospel to assure me that 
my Heavenly Father is able to help 
and comfort me.’ (We want to give 
Bibles to 700 more lepers, at a cost 
of $2 each. Wouldn’t you like to 
supply one or more?) 


“We sorted and distributed the large 
bundles of clothing we had brought. 
Nine little boys and girls — orphans 
of lepers who had died here—ran up 
to us, jumping for joy. They wanted 
to thank us for the clothing and a 
few toys we had brought them. (It 
is bitter cold in Greece now. We 
have tons of donated clothing, but 
lack the funds for yon . For $6 
we can send an indivi cot 22-pound 
package, or for $50 a large 400-pound 
crate. And $5 will provide a warm 
blanket for a shivering body.) 


“As the launch left thisisland of pain, 
we were gladdened by the ready re- 
sponse to the Gospel, the hunger for 
God’s Word, and the gratitude for 
the physical comforts we were able 
to bring.” 


These missionaries, whose letter we 
have just d with you, have 
touched the untouchables — not 
physically, but with the co ion 
of Christ. You, too, can reach out to 
these lepers without féar—to help 
them in their great need. Write to 
the American Mission to Greeks, 
Inc., 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, 
N. Y., Rev. Spiros Zodhiate a na 
plex 
Ave., Toronto 12, Ontario.) Dept. S. 






































Lesson for April 18 


The Sunday School Times 
Binder and Index 


AVE you.ever hunted desperately 

among your magazines dhd papers 
for a particular issue of THE SUNDAY 
Scnoot' Trmes containing a Bible study 
article, or an illustration, or a Ways of 
Working article that you recall would 
fit an immediate need, but which seemed 
to elude your search? Or perhaps you 
distinctly recall a certain article or piece 
of verse and yet cannot, at the moment, 
remember in which issue you saw it? 
Two fine helps are available to enable 
you to keep your copies of the Trmes 
in a clean and orderly manner, and to 
help you to locate quickly what you 
want, and all for a total cost of only $1.50. 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times binder holds 
one year’s issues of the Times, and may 
be had for $1.35 each. Single copies of 
the paper can be inserted as they are 
received, or a copy can be removed for 
special use with little difficulty, or a 
whole year of issues can be inserted at 
once, as you choose. The binder is of 
clothbound heavy cardboard with the 
name of the paper stamped on the front. 
It is sturdy and will last for a long while 
as a permanent yearly file. 

Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes Index is 
issued each year. It has the same meas- 
urements as the paper, and can be filed 
in the binder with the issues for that 
particular year. There is a General In- 
dex of articles by titles, as well as a 
Classified Index of Verse, Editorials, 


Notes, on Open Letters, General Con-’ 


tributed Articles, Writers of Signed 
Articles, Ways of Working, International 
Sunday School Lesson, Childrén’s Stories, 
Titles of Books Reviewed, and the like. 
When purchased separately the Index 
sélls for 15 cents each, and the 1953 Index 
is now available. 

Orders for binders or for the 1953 and 
earlier indexes, should. be sent to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 


A Lifted Heart Through a 
Gift Subscription 


‘ ECENTLY someone sent me a gift 

subscription to your paper and it 
came at a time when there was a great 
need in my. soul, so it was His means 
of lifting me. However, five years ago 
your paper was the means of pointing 
out some precious Christian friends 
when we were newcomers in a strange. 
town, I would like to tell you of that 
now. 

““My co-worker and I had just arrived 
in a new location where we were to 
visit the public schools with the Bible 
Memory program under the auspices of 
the Children’s Bible Mission. We were 
looking for a church home, and as we 
entered this Presbyterian church after 
Suriday school, the Sunday school super- 
intendent, who also taught the men’s 
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Bible class, greeted us. He was holding 
a well-worn Bible and THe Svunpay 
Scuoot Times; and, when we told him 
we had come to Cooke County, Tenn., 
to encourage the memorization of Scrip- 
ture among the school children, he won- 
dered if we were with the organization 
which advertised in the Tres. We as- 
sured him we were with the Children’s 
Bible Mission. Before church was over 
that Sunday we had met nearly every- 
one and were really made to feel at 
home. Needless to say, that church be- 
came our church home and five happy 
years were spent in fellowshiping with 
the believers there, and the friends made 
on that first Sunday have proved the 
most loyal and precious Christian friends 
we have ever known. Since your little 
magazine was the key to such happy 
associations, I thought it would interest 
you to know it.”—A Georgia reader. 





The Trmes maintains a Gift Subscrip- 
tion Fund, to which readers may make 
contributions. This enables the Times 
to send the paper to missionaries, Chris- 
tian workers in America, and others who 
may feel that they cannot subscribe. 
Anyone interested in spreading the min- 
istry of the Trmes in this way may des- 
ignate contributions for “The Gift Sub- 
scription Fund,” and send them to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philad@lphia 5. 
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A typical tent meeting in Belgium 





BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION 


Carrying on through wars and other obstacles since 1919 


IN ONE OF THE NEEDY FIELDS OF THE WORLD 


Accomplishments under God: » Thirty-five churches established in 
key cities and towns in Belgium 
rented halls and houses ¢ Twenty-one groups meeting in private 
-s Brussels Bible Institute classes held in French and 
Flemish, producing workers for Belgium, Holland, France, Indo- 
nesia, and Africa. eOpen-air meetings i 
Trailer Church Children’s work, including camps, ¢ Bible con- 
ferences eBookstore selling evangelical literature, translated 
into French and Flemish by the Mission Distribution of over 
19,000,000 pieces of literature by colporteurs ¢Co-operating with 
radio ministry, La Bonne Nouvelle par les Ondes. 





eTwelve groups meeting in 


eltinerant meetings in 


Aims: ¢ Sixty localities of ten 
thousand or more must be 
reached. e New chapels must 
be built. e More trained Bible 
students tor —— must 
be produced. ‘e More transla- 
tions of sound books must be 
printed. 


A NEW PAMPHLET 
“What Is the Belgian Goapel, 
Mission?” 


IS AVAILABLE TO YOU 
Write for a free copy to 
BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION, INC. 
325 N. 13th Street - Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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wish people in Europe and I 
Israel need yourhelp. Poorly % 
clad and wrefchedly housed, $ 
forever hungry, they know no security. § 
CARE packages can help relieve this 
suffeting. The gospel message con ; 
bring healing to their sin-sick 
souls. Will you help us take 
Meterial ond spiritual relief to 

these suffering Jews? 

Write for free copy of our 
mogazine, The Everlasting 
Nation. Write Dept.§ 


Jacob Gartenhaus, D.D., Litt. D., President 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF JEWISH MISSIONS, Inc. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, dr. 


Sunday, April 18 


3. When I Die, I Live (Easter) 
(Phil. 1:21; Gal. 2:20) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HEN the resurrection life is re- 

ferred to as it is in the topic 
chosen for our meeting on this Easter 
Sunday, the thought that comes. first to 
the minds of most of those who are at 
all familiar with Christian teaching’ is 
that of life after the death of the physical 
body. And certainly one truth, so im- 
portant and so comforting in. Christian 
teaching, is that physical death does not 
end all. Those who are trusting Christ 
as their personal Saviour will pass 
through the gateway of death into a 
life that is infinitely more blessed than 
this one, free from the limitations and 
pain and heartache of the present. Best 
of all we shall enjoy, throughout all 
eternity, the visible presence of and fel- 
lowship with the.Lord Jesus, whom, thus 
far, “not having seen ye love.” 


4 
It is right here that the Christian faith 
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far surpasses every other religion, For 
the Christian, death should hold no ter- 
ror or uncertainty. ‘While nonetheless 
a foe (1 Cor, 15:26), death is a con- 
quered foe, and its Conqueror, our Sav- 
iour, will take us safely through its 
waters in victory. And the life after 
death, to the Christian believer, is not 
a nebulous experience on a “beautiful 
isle of somewhere,” but a glorious surety 
“with Christ,” guaranteed by His own 
unshakeable promises. He even returned 
from the grave to bring us the assur- 
ance that His words were true and to 
show us the kind of resurrection bodies 
we will have some day (Phil, 3:21; Luke 
24: 36-43; John 20:27-29). 


se 


However, we shall miss one of the 
greatest blessings that can come to the 
Christian believer from the teaching of 
God’s Word concerning life after death 
if we fail to couple with it the great 
truth that resurrection life does not have 
to wait until physical death. It is true 
that these physical bodies of ours must 
still, in this present life, bear the in- 
firmities and limitations that are upon 
the whole human race because of sin, 
but it is equally true that, right now, 
if we are trusting in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour we not only can 
but should live in newness of life. The 
eternal life that Christ won for us upon 
the cross of Calvary becomes ours the 
moment we receive Him as our Saviour 
and our Lord. 

vg 

We saw as we studied last week’s topic 
that, to the Christian, crucifixion meant 
death, death to self and sin. In exactly 
the same way resurrection means the 
coming forth as a new creation, or crea- 
ture, in Christ, old things having passed 
away and all things having become new 
(2 Cor. 5:17). Thus Paul could write 
in the words of one of our lesson verses, 
“I am crucified with Christ: neverthe- 
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me” (Gal, 2:20). 

Notice the emphasis in this verse upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not our faith 
in Him, necessary as that is to our sal- 
vation, that produces the resurrection 
life in us. It is the faith of the Son of 
God, the One who is now living in us 
that produces the new life. No longer 
is it a matter of our own striving or 
struggling to do what is right or to please 
God. It is the upsurge in us of the life 
of the Son of God that makes possible 
the resurection life herd and now in this 
present world, while we are journeying 
forward to the day when these physical 
bddies will also come forth in newness 
of life. 

As Paul puts it in Philippians 1:21, 
“For to me to live is Christ.” Once it 
was, “For me to live is self.” But the 
self-life has been crucified with Christ 
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and we are therefore to reckon or count 
upon the fact that self-life is dead (Rom. 
6:6), and we are confidently to live unto 
God as those that are alive from the 
dead (Rom. 6:13). 
Se 

Now the fact that the resurrection life 
for the Christian believer springs from 
the Lord Jesus Himself as our indwelling 
Saviour and Lord does not mean that we 
have no part in this resurrection life. 
The Lord Jesus likens Himself and His 
disciples to a vine and its branches (John 
15). The purpose of the. branches is to 
bear fruit. The branches of a vine do 
not struggle and strive to produce fruit. 
It is produced by the life-giving force 
flowing through the branches. Yet the 
branches may prevent the production of 
fruit by hindering the flow of the life 
of the vine through them. Just so, we 
may, by unyieldedness to the Lord Jesus 
Christ prevent His life from having its 
full resurrection results in us. There- 
fore God’s Word admonishes us to yield 
ourselves “unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead, and your members 
as instruments of righteousness unto 
God” (Rom. 6:13). Again in Romans 12 
we read, “I beseech you therefore, breth- 
ren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service” (v. 1). When we do 
so, the resurrection life of Christ flows 
through us, empowering us for service 
and producing the fruit of the Spirit in 
us. Is this your experience? It may be 
if you will, 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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National Family Week 


May 2 to 9 


OTHING is more important in the 
life of children and young people 
than Christian home training. When 
Father and Mother are united in Christ, 
when God is put first in the home, and 
family worship is held regularly, then 
the task of the day school, the Sunday 
school, and the church is made much 
easier, for the children’s hearts are pre- 
pared for instruction in righteousness. 
The lack of Christian home training is 
largely responsible for the alarming in- 
crease of child delinquency. Careless, 
godless parents have sown the wind of 
disobedience, disrespect, disregard for 
law and order, and all the schoolteachers, 
Sunday school teachers, ministers, social 
workers, psychologists, and police put to- 
gether can hardly control the whirlwind 
that follows. The family is God-or- 
dained as the nucleus of all sane and 
happy social life, and the better the fam- 
ily life the stronger the nation. We have 
seen what the absence of it has done to 
Russia, 
A very worth-while plan is being pro- 
moted this year by the National Sun- 
day School Association in the observance 
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An OMS Crusade Team in action on the streets of Tokyo 


5 OMS CRUSADE TEAMS 
“INVADE” JAPAN with GOSPEL 


Here are the results of 
36 months: 


‘@ 24 Evangelistic campaigns, each last- 


ing between 3 and 6 weeks. 


@ 12 new Japanese churches established 
and flourishing. 


@ 1,177,047 homes visited by 5 bands in 
Gospel and tract distribution and 
follow-up work. 


@ 75,522 children attending children’s 
services. 


@ 28,553 adult decisions for Christ. 


Similar teams are operating in Formosa, 
Korea, Brazil, and India. 


Send contributions to: 


THE ORIENTAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


900 NORTH HOBART BLVD. 


opunded 190 bY tb 













































OMS Geals fer 1954 


Revivals in all our fields. 

Acceptance of forty new missionaries. 

Necessary funds for the support of these. 

Forming of at least 200 new Prayer Circles. 

Opening of new Bible seminaries in Brazil 
and Greece. 

Sending of our first missionaries to Africa 
and Palestine. 


Opening of new churches in all our fields. 
Increase of number of Crusade Teams. 





It takes $400 per month to . 
each Crusade team in the 
and operating. 


May God lay it upon your heart to 
help us take advantage of these 
Selaiean opportunities for the 
salvation of lost souls. 
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MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP 
Formerly Chicago Hebrew Mission 
818 Independence Blvd. Chicago 24, Illinois 


“EVANGELIZE CHINA” Fellowship 
Dr. Andrew Gih, President 


A Raith and Interdenominational Chinese Mission. 
Our Motto is: “Win Chinese Through Chinese.” 
The youth of China ~~ help NOW as never be- 
fore. Your prayers and ifs earnestly asked. 
Information freely given. rite today! Address: 
Dr. W. A. Reese, U.S.A, Representative 
Box 215-T - Pennsburg, Pa. 
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of National Family Week, May 2-9. Help- 
ful literature to. explain and promote 


. the plan is issued by the Association. 


For instance, there are suggestions for 
the church: “Prepare a series of family 
devotions correlated with the pastor’s 
sermon series. . . . Arrange for a dis- 
play in the church of books, pamphlets; 
tracts, and other literature which would 
be suitable for the family altar. ... 
Have a decision service for those who 
will establish a family altar in their 
home; for the family: Plan ‘to attend 
all the services of the church as a fam- 
ily, sitting together. Prepare a ‘Prayer 
Request’ record book. . . . The Sunday 
school lessons can easily become the 
center of the daily family devotions; for 
the Sunday school: Opening session 


theme, ‘How We Conduct Family Wor- 
ship.’ ... Plan a Parent-Teachers’ meet- 
ing ... on the relationship between the 


Christian home and the Sunday school.” 


There is a folder which may be used 
as a church calendar, with a cartoon 
entitled “Train Up a Child,” on the front 
cover, and on the back, a poem on “The 
Christian Home.” There is a sheet giv- 
ing titles, prices, and. publishers of tracts 
on the Christian family and the family 
altar, devotional helps, good books, and 
even films.. Another sheet contains 
clever and appealing “Tips for the Pas- 
tor” with such things as “Ten Reasons 
for a Family Altar” and “Check Your 
Own Family Worship” (10 points). 

There can scarcely be a more worth- 
while work to which Christian parents 
and teachers can devote time, effort, 
prayers, and gifts than the preaching 
and the practice of the principles that 
produce happy, Christian homes. Liter- 
ature and full information on National 
Family Week, May 2-9, may be obtained 
from the National Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, 542 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5. 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Faith’s Checkbook. By C. H. Spurgeon. 
(Moody Press, Chicago, $3.) Anyone who 
is already familiar with the writings of 
Spurgeon will need no special recom- 
mendation of this book. He will know 
that, almost in a special] sense, it is true 
of the great nineteenth century evange- 
list that “he being dead yet speaketh,” 
and that there is a freshness, a helpful- 
ness about his writings that ministers 
to hearts today, more than a half cen- 
tury after Spurgeon’s death. 

This is a book of daily devotional read- 
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ings for an entire year, perhaps best 
described in the author’s own subtitle 
“Being Previous Promises Arranged for 
Daily Use with Brief Experimental Com- 
ments.” The author’s comments demon- 
strate again his deep knowledge of ‘the 
things of God and of the needs of men. 
He knows and loves the Word; he un- 
derstands the testings of the human 
heart. Commenting on Galatians 6:8, he 
begins, “Sowing looks like a losing busi- 
ness, for we put good corn into the 
ground, never to see it any more. Sow- 
ing to the Spirit seems a very fanciful, 
dreamy business; for we deny ourselves, 
and apparently get nothing for it” (p. 
123). Having recognized the temptation 
that often comes to us to think our work 
is in vain, he goes on to show what a 
glorious thing it. is to serve the living 
God. Again, commenting on Matthew 
6:33, he says, “You mind His business, 
and He will mind yours , . . covetousness 
is poverty, and anxiety is misery: trust 
in God is an estate, and likeness. to God 
is a heavenly inheritance” (p. 299). 
Space will not permit further quotation 
of the rich things found in this book; 
perhaps it is enough to say that these 
daily readings will minister grace and 
strength to the heart of any believer. 


The Making of a Preacher. By W. W. 
Melton, D.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $2.) The observa- 
tions recorded in this practical little 
book have been written by an experi- 
enced and successful pastor. The sug- 
gestions found here, if put into practice, 
will greatly facilitate the ministry of the 
Gospel preacher. Dr. Melton speaks to 
young men in particular. Older men 
who read his wise counsel will wish that 
they had read such a book when they 
began their work as pastors. The min- 
ister’s call, preparation, duties, dangers, 
preaching, shepherding of the flock, and 
the like, are sanely and tersely discussed. 
The chapters, “The Preacher Is in Dan- 
ger” and “Building Sermons,” are es- 
pecially helpful. The prospective min‘ 
ister should be required to read this 
volume at the very beginning of his 
training. It will intelligently introduce 
him to his life’s work and perhaps save 
him from many of the headaches and 
heartaches that are caused by ignorance 
and inexperience, 


A Man Under Authority. By Raymond 
H. Belton. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$2.75.) David Messenger had reached a 
crisis in his ministry. Always his 
preaching had been evangelical, but, of 
late, a deepening prayer life had brought 
greater burden for the lost, a concern 
that reached even to the near-by gypsy 
camp. However, new vision and passion 
spelled opposition—from Professor Han- 
cocks, who wished to rid the town of 
gypsies; from the deacons, who disliked 
the theme of the second coming of 
Christ; from ultraworldly Daphne Ward, 
because her husband had been con- 
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verted; and from the aristocratic parents 
of Denise Jupp, after she also was trans- 
formed by the Lord Jesus. 

But despite discouragements and set- 
backs, David rejoiced in a genuine mov- 
ing of the Spirit. Not only young peo- 
ple but businessmen, and later, Lord 
and Lady Jupp, and even the Liberal 
Professor Hancocks himself, faced a 
Power that finally conquered their re- 
bellion. All nights of prayer brought 
on unheard-of response, and, for the first 
time in its history, happy testimonies 
rang through the old church—testimonies 
which included those of gypsies! Op- 

posing forces who wished David to re- 
sign found themselves powerless to take 
action. 

But the young pastor little knew what 
further brokenness awaited. Denise, the 
love of his life, sickened and died. Then 
indeed did David’s heart become a bat- 
tleground. At last, after days of heart- 
break, there was a final reaffirmation of 
his place as a “man under authority,” a 
position that led to even greater triumph 
in Christ, 

An unusual story that deserves highest 
praise. 


Some Secrets of Christian Living. By 
F. B. Meyer. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.95.) The late 
Dr. Meyer spoke often at the Keswick 
conferences in England. His messages 
were helpful to many perplexed Chris- 
tians. Here are seven of his sermons, 
in « reprint edition, that have the flavor 
and emphasis of Keswick victorious life 
messages. Among them are a sevenfold 
answer to the question, “Where Am I 
Wrong?”; a personal testimony titled “A 
Keswick Experience”; and a practical 
analysis of the problem of knowing the 
Lord’s will, “The Secret of Guidance.” 
These subjects, along with the others, 
are treated in Dr. Meyer’s masterfully 
simple and devotional style. The living 
of a true Christian life is presented as 
an experience that is at once possible 
and delightful. Dr. Meyer’s suggestions, 
though made first to an earlier genera- 
tion, are still timely; the old ills prevail 
and the Christ-centered remedies he out- 
lines remain the cure for every care. 


Getting Things From God. By Charles 
A. Blanchard, D.D. (Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, Wheaton, Ill. $2.50.) Dr. 
Blanchard, a widely known former presi- 
dent of Wheaton College, writes clearly 
and simply of the prayer life in this 
book which was first published in 1915. 
The attractive, ew edition has a stiff 
binding, with a picture of Dr, Blanchard 
and a drawing of Blanchard Hall on 
the cover, and a foreword by Dr. Edman. 

Dr. Blanchard’s twenty-four chapters 
on prayer, in four sections, are both cap- 
tivating and impressive, for he uses 
copious illustrations from his own life 
and incidents from the experiences of 
many of his personal friends and such 
writers as D, L. Moody, George Mueller, 
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Hudson Taylor, and R. A. Torrey. His 
study of the whole realm of prayer is 
unusually satisfying, for he deals boldly 
with such questions as, “Does it really 
do any good?” “Can a sinner pray?” and 
“Do Christians always pray?” His main 
topics, in the four sections, are: “What 
Is It To Pray?” “The Conditions of Suc- 
cessful Prayer,” “Why Does God Answer 
Prayer?” and “How Does God Answer 
Prayer?” He explains what it means to 
talk to God and what a real answer to 
prayer is. He warns against the sin of 
prayerlessness, the danger of making 
prayer merely a monologue, and the 
folly of praying too long in public and 
too little in private. 

Dr. Blanchard’s book is soundly based 
on the Bible; but it is not a dry, ab- 
stract treatise on prayer, for it is filled 
with touching and amazing stories “of 
answers to prayer in all sorts of things, 
such as the need for wisdom, the supply 
of financial need, physical healing, con- 
version, and the changing of men’s hearts 
and minds. One can read it for five 
minutes at any time with profit; but 
there is rich blessing for all who will 
read through the book, following Dr. 
Blanchard’s persuasive reasoning as he 
explains, illustrates, and applies the 
Scriptural teaching on prayer. 


Verses. By Patricia M. St. John. (Chil- 
dren’s Special Service Mission, 5 Wig- 
more St., London, W. 1, Eng., 6 shiMings.) 
Out of the author’s experiences as a girl 
in school, then a teacher, a war nurse 
in a London hospital, and now a mis- 
sionary in North Africa, have come these 
songs of nature and the Christian life. 
The foreword by Miss Swain, the princi- 
pal of the Clarendon School—a Christian 
private school for girls at Abergele, 
Wales—explains the background and the 
arrangement of the verses in five sec- 
tions. The earliest were written when 
Patricia was eleven, and the latest come 
from her mature, Christian experience 
as nurse and missionary. 

The Editor attended a China Inland 
Mission prayer conference in 1950 at the 
Clarendon School, and many of these 
pretty little poems bring back the fresh- 
ness of the early morning at the beau- 
tiful old estate, the profusion of flowers 
in its gardens, the great old trees, and the 
glorious views of woods and meadows 
sweeping down to the sea five miles 
away. There are songs of lambs, squir- 
rels, rabbits, ferns, crocuses, and skylarks. 
Miss Swain speaks of “their very un- 
equal merit,” and a progression is 
noticeable, as the author passes from 
girlhood to womanhood and sees more 
deeply into life. There are lovely de- 
scriptions of scenes and sounds in nature, 
and through them all the golden thread 
of God’s care over His creatures and His 
grace in Christ toward men. Some of the 
quaint, childish conceptions bring smiles, 
and sone of the later poems bring tears. 
These are outstanding: “Crocuses on the 
Lower Lawn,” “The Lark,” “Good Fri- 
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day,” “Behold My Hands,” “Retrospect,” 
“He .. . Took a Towel” (for nurses), 
“I Was a Stranger,” and two prose pieces, 
“The Crocuses” and “Moroccan Moun- 
tain Town.” 


Trap Line Thief at Sugar Creek. By 
Paul Hutchens. (Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, Ill., $1.) Excitement as usual 
—the normal, natura] kind—fills the life 
of Bill Collins and his buddies in this 
new Sugar Creek story. Bill tries his 
special stunt of hanging upside down 
and drinking water at the same time. 
And his mother makes him the dummy 
for the new dress she is sewing—with 
disastrous results. But the real excite- 
ment comes when the boys see with their 
own eyes a short, overcoatéd individual 
steal a muskrat from one of Circus’ traps, 
Then when they trail the thief with 
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REHABILITATE 
KOREANS 


, THREE YEARS of exploding shells, incendiary bombs, and 
the vandalism that accompanies war have left Korea a shambles. Schools, 


hospitals, public buildings, homes, roads, bridges must be rebuilt. Lives, too, 


shattered by war, must be rebuilt. 


The Pocket Testament League's intensive campaign 
of evangelism and Scripture distribution is playing a 
vitally important role in Korea's rehabilitation program. 
Koreans are finding a sure foundation upon which they 
can build for time and eternity. The hope, comfort and 
security of salvation through Christ gives these weary, 
heart-sick people a peace that nothing else can bring. 


Your prayerful 
support will help 
us take the Word 
of Life to Korea 
Write to: 


ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 
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The Times advertising columns offer many helpful suggestions for your Christian 
giving. Why not make use of them as God directs? 
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PRAYER—Asking and Receiving 
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Here is God’s way to get your prayers answered, your 
problems solved. Dr. Rice tells how to pray in the will 
of God, shows hindrances to prayer, answers perplex- 
ing questions. Brimmin 
answered prayer, it’s full of Scripture, and trustworthy, 
because it follows the Bible exactly. Already 140,000 
copies have been sold. 


“One of the most interesting, refreshing, and conclusive 
works on prayer.”—Dr. H. A. Ironside. 

“Gives unshakable assurance that God hears and ane 
swets prayer.”—Dr. Robert G. Lee. 


Get this thrilling 328-page book! 21 chapters, sturdy 
cloth binding ° . . . . . . 00 
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hounds, he turns out to be Tom Till, 
himself a member of the Gang and, as 
everyone says, “a grand little guy.” 
Later, Bill watches Tom sell the musk- 
rats and get four dollars for them at the 
Produce House. It was all most confus- 
ing, and Halloween coming along about 
that time didn’t help solve the riddle. 
Things cleared up, however, after sev- 
eral of the Gang got an unexpected duck- 
ing in the bayou. As in all the Sugar 
Creek Gang books, the present volume 
holds true its testimony to the saving 
power of Christ, 


Delicious Recipes Cook Book. By Lora 
Lee Parrott. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.79.) The house- 
wife and cook who would nourish her 
soul while preparing for the family’s 
physical needs, will enjoy this double- 
duty cook book. For along with Health 
Bread, Heavenly Sunshine Salad, Mush- 
room Sausage Shells, and Mahogany 
Cake, are pithy quotations from such great 
ones as Luther, Spurgeon, Moody, and 
Chapman. These in turn make room for 
heart-warming poems and various in- 
spirational anecdotes. The recipes them- 
selves are tagged with names familiar to 
most readers—Mrs. Earl Warren, Mrs. 
R. G. LeTourneau, Mrs. Beverly Shea, 
and Mrs. Billy Graham—to name a few. 
At least one is furnished by a male con- 
tributor, Dr. J. Theodore Mueller, who 
puts in a hearty plug for “Aunt Alwine’s 
Dried Apples with Raisins.” Nearly all 
the recipes are for American dishes, and 
none seem too complicated for amateurs. 
The book closes with suggestions on 
child training, jelly-making directions, 
and’ a variety of household hints. The 
cover is washable. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 12 to 18 


Mon.—John 20:1-10. 
Disheartened Followers. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “For as yet they 
knew not the scripture, that he must 
rise again from the dead.” Those who 
take little of the Word of God are cer- 
tain to suffer deep dejection in life’s 
troubles and trials. The disciples heard 
Christ tell of His coming sufferings, 
death, burial, and resurrection, but they 
were “dull of hearing.” So with many 
of us. If we lived in the Word day by 
day, we would have warning from the 
Word and instruction as to how to meet 
trouble and to become examples of tri- 
umphant suffering. But by not know- 
ing the Scriptures, we are neither fore- 
warned nor forearmed, and when trouble 
strikes like a tornado in the night, we 
are “floored.” Live in the Book: each 


day, and you'll never have dismay. Pray 
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for a Bible-reading revival in your 
church families, 


Tues.—John 20:11-18. 
Jesus Speaks to Mary. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus satth unto 
her, Mary.” The Lord said more in that 
word, “Mary,” than all commentators 
can express in age-long comments. She 
had, at that moment, a taste of the bliss 
all believers shall have when parted 
loved ones are reunited in the presence 
of the Risen One. The glory of the fact 
of the resurrection of the dead is inex- 
pressible. Imagine immortality in the 
presence of Christ! The joy experienced 
on that Easter morn in the Garden at 
the empty tomb will be raised into the 
realm of infinitude. What joys await 
us there! Pray for greater contempla- 
tions of the glory that shall yet be re- 
vealed. 


Wed.—John 21:1-14. 
Helping the Fishermen. 


PAYER SuccEsTIons: “Jesus ... said 
unto them, Cast the net on the right side 












THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES® 


of the ship, and ye shall, find. They 
cast therefore, and now they were not 
able to draw it for the multitude of 
fishes.” Our Lord helped the fishermen 
in more ways than one. He helped them 
in their good business and also out- of 
a commonplace task into one of infinite 
importance—fishing for men. Learn ,by 
listening to the words of Jesus. They 
make us wise unto salvation and serv- 
ice; warn of dangers; direct paths; as- 
sure of blessings. Do you allow the 
Lord Jesus to tell you what to do? Pray 
for instant readiness to do what the Lord 
tells you to do, 


Thurs.—John 21:15-25. Peter Restored. 

PRAYER SuGGcESTIONS: “He saith unto 
him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love 
thee. He saith unto him, Feed my 
lambs.” The love and prayers of Jesus 
brought Peter to repentance and restored 
him to fellowship and lifelong service 
for Him. The same gracious and com- 
passionate Saviour is yours. Quickly re- 
pent of all that grieves Him. Pray for 
Christians who are following the Lord 
afar off. 


Fri.—Acts 9:1-9. The Living Christ. 


Prayer Succestions: “The Lord. said, 
I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.” The 
risen Christ appeared to Saul while on 
his merciless mission to the Lord’s saints 
at Damascus, So violent an enemy would 
never have become so humble and self- 
less a servant of Christ without actually 
seeing Him risen from the dead. To him 
thereafter to live was Christ. Do you 
know the living Christ? (Heb. 2:9.) 
Pray that Christ may ever be to you 
more real than all others in this world. 


Sat—1 Corinthians 15:45-58. 
The Easter Hope. 


Prayer SuccesTions: “The dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.” Salvation through. Christ— 
crucified, risen, and exalted—includes 
not only that of the soul, but of the 
body. In Christ’s resurrection that first 
Easter day this glorious fact is loudly 
accented. Because He lives, we shall 
live also. In Him shall all be made 
alive, and death shall be swallowed up 
in victory. Pray for more awareness of 
the meaning of the resurrection of 
Christ. 


Sun.—1 Peter 4:12-19. 
Suffering for Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: ‘“Partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings.” Christ has gone up 
on high; we are left here to walk in His 
steps and to “fill up that which is be- 
hind of the afflictions of Christ” (Col. 
1:24). As the world hated Christ then, 
so it hates us now. “Marvel not. . 
if the world hate you.” “It hated me 
before it hated you” (1 John 3:13; John 
15:18). Expect to “take it” from the un- 
godly. Pray for courage to suffer for 
righteousness’ sake. 
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HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 
PLAYING for those who can 
already play. EIGHTY Music. 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects —in- 


cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 
Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot play but wish to learn to ploy 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically-illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboord Charts. 


Over Nine Thousand Students 
Send for FREE details. Indicate course desired 


ROBERT HARKNESS *Pcscoenn't! Ae. 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


You Like Comic Books? 


A boy read a Comic, got his red 
jacket, said, “I can fly, too,” jumped 
off the cliff, died. hildren caught 
in robbery said, “We read it in 
a Comic Book.” 

ONE Christian magazine of comic 
size for children, with comics, sto- 
ries, puzzles, contests, etc.,‘is avail- 
able. Replace the bad with the 
better. 
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OVER AND OVER AGAIN, in 
citles around the world, mission- 
aries of The American Association 
tell the salvation story te Jews. 

PATIENTLY, zealously, year 
after year, the story is told to ever- 
changing audiences our 
missionaries. 

OUR PRAYER is that God's 
people “be not weary in well 
doing.” Your prayerful help will 
enable vs te continve te reap a 


































- Breaking Bread at Easter 


"T WAS Easter morning in a German refugee 
— The wooden barrack was filled with 
lone y, homeless people. As we read from the 

Word of God, we heard a constant whispering 
coming from somewhere in the crowd. Looking 
for the source of the disturbance, our eyes fell on 
an old German woman. Her brow was wrinkled 
with age, but the light of heaven was in her eyes. 
We discovered that she was repeating aloud each 
verse as we read it from God’s Holy Word. Like 
the other refugees, she had no Bible*of her own. 
By repeating the verses 
aloud she was able to re- 
tain in her mind the truths 
of God’s Word. Thus in 
her darkest hours of de- 
spair she was able to quote 
from memory texts which 
gave her comfort, inspira- 
tion and strength. That 
—_ as we gave her a 
Bible we knew in our 
hearts that we had broken 
the Bread of Life to a 
hungry soul! 


On the outskirts of Mar- 
burg, Germany, a young 
refugee mother lives in a 
barn with her three chil- 
dren. Her husband, miss- 
ing in Russia, has not been 
heard from in nine years. 
We gave toher gifts of food 
and clothing, as well as a 
German \Bible. Through 
reading this Bible, she 
found the Saviour, and 
courage to carry on in the 
face of loneliness. In a 
letter of thanks to us she 
said, “Each night when the 
children are asleep, I turn 
to my precious Bible and 
read, ‘All things work to- 
gether for good to them 
that love God, to them who 
are the called according to 
his purpose.” Again, we knew that bread had 
been broken to a needy soul! 


We Need Your Help NOW in This Project of Mercy! 


Please address all gifts and correspondence to: 
SAVE EUROPE’S REFUGEES. 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S., Director for North America. 


EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, Inc. (Member Mission .F.M.A) 
811 Westview Street, Phila. 19, Pa. 


Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I am enclosing $ ———_—__— 
to help alleviate the physical and spiritual needs of Europe's refugees. 





Street. 





Zone State 





City 





The children and the aged of Europe’s refugee camps desperately need 
our help. Thtfee hundred thousand refugees live under 
most adverse circumstances. 





“I waited one and a half years to see my wife 
smile again,” said an aged refugee, whose wife 
had been bedridden for many long months. Be- 
cause of her illness, she had lost all joy in living. 
That day we had given them a CARE package of 
food, and tears of joy and thankfulness flowed 
freely down their cheeks. 

In the next barrack there lived a wretched couple. 
For months we had tried to win them for Christ, 
but their ears were closed. Yet, the day we gave 
them .a food parcel, showing them by this act that 
we cared for their physical 
welfare, their hearts were 
opened to our message. 
God used this small ges- 
ture of love to the salva- 
tion of their souls. 


That day we knew that 
not only had we broken 
physical bread to the hun- 

, but we had also broken 
Tcauente Bread. They 
had found Christ, the 
Bread of Life! 


The anxious hearts of 
these refugees ask,“Where 
are we going? What is the 
purpose of our life?” But 
their anxiety and fears are 
quieted when with one 
hand we present to them 
bread for their body to 
give physical strength and 
courage; and in the other 
hand bread for the soul! 
It is only in the crucified 
and risen Christ that we 
can help the needy, the 
downtrodden, and the 
brokenhearted. 


We are reminded of the 
words of Jeremiah, “The 
children ask bread, and 
no man breaketh it unto 
them.” For Christ’s sake, 
and for the sake of these 
unhappy, homeless refugees, let it never be said 
of us, “No man breaketh it unto them.” 





EUROPEAN 
EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
Member Mission L F. M. A. 

811 Westview Street 
Philadelphia 19, Pa. 


s 








CVXIL Oova 


| WOlLyas 1 


dS 3 x08 


vs 


a Bt 


tee 





oid 


O94 





mR 





